From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 13:24:00 1995
From: don merz <71333.144@compuserve.com>
Subject: "Alien" Command Sets...
Message-ID: <950804135612_71333.144_DHQ31-8@CompuServe.COM>

Was enjoying another hot humid night last night watching Sigourney do her
thing in the original "Alien" and noticed for the first time that several
of the control boxes mounted around the flight deck are command set
controls. Now that's my version of vintage sci-fi...
73, Don



From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 13:24:00 1995
From: johnmb <johnmb@nando.net>
Subject: "warmly"
Message-ID: <Pine.SUN.3.91.950804115756.19418A-100000@parsifal.nando.net>


	Padgett, are you still riding along with this list?

	Humidly,
	/john

	PS: Sorry for the bandwidth use. I've not seen any
	posts from you, and needed your address.


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 16:48:00 1995
From: MICHAEL@ecs.umass.edu
Subject: Re: "warmly" -- gone but not forgotten
Message-ID: <01HTOE4J7VZSBORZCR@ECS.UMASS.EDU>

>	Padgett, are you still riding along with this list?

Sadly, warmly Padgett, PE, is no longer with us.  Came across a post of
his the other day on the internet (rec.antiques.radio+phono I think
it was) where he mentioned having abandoned us.  Too much bandwidth, I
think he said.  Personally, I look forward to my 50+ messages each morning.
Still, I'll miss him; don't think there's been a post about the Trans-
Oceanic since he left.

Also Humidly,
John Michael            michael@ecs.umass.edu




From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 16:48:00 1995
From: "Tony Stalls (K4KYO)" <j38@clark.net>
Subject: Re: "warmly" -- gone but not forgotten
Message-ID: <Pine.SOL.3.91.950804142442.26208A-100000@clark.net>



On Fri, 4 Aug 1995 MICHAEL@ecs.umass.edu wrote:

> >	Padgett, are you still riding along with this list?
> 
> Sadly, warmly Padgett, PE, is no longer with us.  Came across a post of
> his the other day on the internet (rec.antiques.radio+phono I think
> it was) where he mentioned having abandoned us.  Too much bandwidth, I
> think he said.  Personally, I look forward to my 50+ messages each morning.
> Still, I'll miss him; don't think there's been a post about the Trans-
> Oceanic since he left.

I enjoyed a lot of "warmly" Padget's contributions although I have little
interest in TransOceanics and did't get much past the subject line on
those.  Since the thread left with him, it appears that the group's
interests were mostly out of phase with his, so it's no wonder he moved
on. 

73,
Tony
K4KYO



From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 16:48:00 1995
From: clarke@acme.ist.ucf.edu (Thomas Clarke)
Subject: Re: "warmly" -- gone but not forgotten
Message-ID: <m0seRVU-0006WsC@next1.acme.ist.ucf.edu>

I did save Padgett's e-mail address:

     padgett@tccslr.dnet.mmc.com

so if you have 1L6s to sell or questions about TOs ...

Tom Clarke
KE4VFH


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 13:24:00 1995
From: don merz <71333.144@compuserve.com>
Subject: #19 set stuff...
Message-ID: <950804165804_71333.144_DHQ62-3@CompuServe.COM>

I'd like to get my Wireless Set No 19 tank radio running but I'm short
a few pieces. I need the cable that goes from the radio to the control
box and I could use a couple connectors to fit that weird antenna plug.

By way of trade, I can offer some #19 odds and ends like a shell for the 
telegraph key (no key, just the shell) and the spare parts box "Case
No 5C" plus I have some other bits and pieces.

Can anyone help get this #19 set on the air?
Thanks.
73, Don
71333.444@compuserve.com



From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 13:24:00 1995
From: johnmb <johnmb@nando.net>
Subject: ** Moving. The interim saga **
Message-ID: <Pine.SUN.3.91.950804112745.16253B-100000@parsifal.nando.net>


	Just thought I'd issue an update in case anyone else is
crazy/bold enough to move 1500 miles with a boatanchor collection.

	Before the packing began, I was expecting the packers to
consist of a crew of disreputable looking men, wearing low-rider in
the back blue jeans, and swearing a lot. Imagine my suprise when
the crew actually contained 3 20 year old women. Imagine THEIR
suprise when they encountered 30-some-odd (the number grew, as the
various caches of radio stuff was discovered) heavy radios. THese
ranged from a s38 to a Globe King 500C awaiting packing.

	Apart from the fact that the lead packer said, at the end
of the day, that she was "sick of these radios", all seemed to
go well (then again, _I_ wasnt the one packing them!).

	I'll issue an update next week, as to how the Valiants and
Rangers and A4's and Mauraders and Dixie 100s and the like fared
in their cross-continental voyage, if anyone is interested. 

	Although I packed all the radios (except for on military / commercial
National rx), I left 1000 ft^3 of parts in a storage shed in NM, that
I'll be paying rental on for the forseeable future. A Ryder truck
adventure awaits that cache....

	If you're passing a sagging United Van Lines trailer, heading
east on I40, somewhere between NM and NC, give it a wide berth!

	73/john
	wb5oau/4


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 06:22:00 1995
From: jmartin@hrlban1.aircrew.asu.edu
Subject: ...no subject...
Message-ID: <SA39+FyK6ka@hrlban1.alhra.af.mil>

Many/most of the Russian tubes currently being made fit standard sockets,=
=20
i.e. octal, 4-, 7- or 9-pin, septar (like for an 832), etc.  They make so=
me very=20
good stuff, including good 811s;  an interesting tube they make, a 6C33C/=
B,=20
is a pass element with a plate impedance of only about 100 ohms!  (It fit=
s a=20
septar socket.)  For QC reasons I don't have as much faith in the Chinese=
=20
offerings.  Considering the current state of affairs in the Russian tube=20
industry, and the wages their technical people now make, I personally fee=
l=20
that encouraging their tube industry to continue is a worthy cause.  Stor=
ies=20
I've heard about the straits their PhD's are in, in the field of image in=
tensifier=20
tubes (as one example), is enough to make a person sad.

73,  John Martin


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 13:24:00 1995
From: morgan@speckle.ncsl.nist.gov (Roy Morgan)
Subject: Re: 1N21 Diodes, a short saga.
Message-ID: <9508041356.AA10182@speckle.ncsl.nist.gov>

Tom Adams Wrote:

>  often the noise figure
>could be improved (or made worse) on individual diodes by playing with the
>screw found on the wide end of some brands.  ...  They warn that this is
>ALSO a good way of destroying the damned thing, so I wonder why they ever
>brought up the subject in the first place!  :-)

Well I can imagine it:  

The Navy radar technician has climbed up to the topmost person-accessible
space in the bridge structure of the destroyer.  It's midnight in the North
Atlantic in late 1943, and the radar operators have reported that the long
range search radar has gone down in sensitivity a lot.  The ship is moving
quite a lot in strong seas, and way up  in the superstructure every roll is
magnified 8 times.  He has to time his movements and adjustments of the
micrometer tuning slugs so that he can do them between rolls of the ship,
otherwise he'd pull the waveguide right out of its mountings trying to hang
on.  

The tech gets through with the standard alignment of the rf front end,
checks the nitrogen pressure in the wave guide, and sees that the swr is
pretty much ok.  A call to the operators reveals some improvement, but
nowhere near what they need.  So the tech fumbles in his pocket for the
spare pair of crystals  he's brough with him just in case.  As he goes to
install the second new one, the ship hits a trough, he can hear green water
hitting the outside of the bridge three levels below, and he has to hang on
just to keep from getting his head banaged into the waveguide.  "Plink" goes
the second crystal on the deck, and it scuttles right out of sight somewhere
into the back corner of the packed compartment where not even a rat would
have space to go, let along a sailor's arm even in light seas.

So he pulls the old crystals out of his pocket, does an
eenie-meenie-miney-moe and puts one back into the holder.  "To hell with
this matched pairs only baloney" he mutters.  He threads his arms through
the cable chases and stanchions so he can hold the crystal in it's holder
and work the little screwdriver at the same time.  The sound-powered phone
is wedged between his shoulder and the ladder he's clinging to so he can
talk to the guys in the operations room.  

As he wiggles the tiny screw, his arms begin to cramp up from the sickening
cold that the hard metal is pouring into his muscles.  Just as he begins to
quit and take a break so the cramps don't get any worse, the guy at the
scope yells into the phones.  "That's it, don't change a f-----g thing!  I
got grass out to 40 miles, and good return from over a hundred!  Get yur a--
down here, the chief just put a new pot of coffee on!"


-- Roy --
Roy Morgan / Tech A-266 / NIST / Gaithersburg  MD 20899
(National Institute of Standards and Technology,  formerly NBS)
301-975-3254 Fax: 301-948-6213 Internet: morgan@speckle.ncsl.nist.gov
---



From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 06:22:00 1995
From: nielw@ix.netcom.com (Niel Wiegand)
Subject: 4.0 mm Plug Use?
Message-ID: <199508040401.VAA23762@ix6.ix.netcom.com>

I recently aquired a straight key that came with a 4mm plug attached to=20
it and no other hint of its origin. Is 4mm common in any particular=20
countries? Perhaps Japan or Germany?

Niel - WA5VLZ


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 06:22:00 1995
From: nx7u@primenet.com (Scott Townley)
Subject: Re: 572B
Message-ID: <199508040803.BAA17557@mailhost.primenet.com>

At 14:31 03.08.1995 -0500, FSAC wrote:
>does anybody have data sheets on the 572B triode...I know
>it's an 811 on drugs..but plate current curves etc.  would
>be appreciated..
>
>
>postage, copying ..what ever costs  gladdly paid
>
>Clark Fishman    WA2UNN   cfishman@pica.army.mil
>Box 150
>Andover, NJ 07821
>

I made some myself once if your interested, from static DC measurements o=
n a
Cetron 572B.  Want a copy?
It's not NIST but it beats nothing.
Scott Townley
nx7u@primenet.com



From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 13:24:00 1995
From: jmartin@hrlban1.aircrew.asu.edu
Subject: A dark and stormy night, up on the mast
Message-ID: <SA39+,KX6ka@hrlban1.alhra.af.mil>

Ref:
>As he wiggles the tiny screw, his arms begin to cramp up from the 
>sickening cold that the hard metal is pouring into his muscles.  Just as he 
>begins to quit and take a break so the cramps don't get any worse, the guy 
>at the scope yells into the phones.  "That's it, don't change a f-----g thing!  I
>got grass out to 40 miles, and good return from over a hundred!  Get yur a--
>down here, the chief just put a new pot of coffee on!"
==============================================================
Roy, you should make a movie, or write a novel or something based on this. 
 I could see everything you wrote in my mind's eye.  Neat!

73,  John Martin


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 16:48:00 1995
From: haynes@cats.ucsc.edu (Jim Haynes)
Subject: Re: A dark and stormy night, up on the mast
Message-ID: <199508041918.MAA12080@hobbes.UCSC.EDU>

Apropos of this, I can recommend the book "IBMs Early Computers" which tells
of IBMs early work with transistors.  (Pardon me if I'm repeating a
recently-told story; I can't remember very well anymore.)

Bell Labs invented the point-contact transistor, and the guys at IBM got
Bell to give them a few to play with.  But they figured that the Bell
people were keeping the best ones for themselves, so they had better
learn how to make their own.  They got little dies of germanium by buying
diodes and breaking them open.  Then they made a fixture where an operator
with a couple of pairs of gas pliers could move the point contacts around
while watching a curve tracer to see when transistor action happened.
The technician who was best at this was originally an elevator operator
part of the time and part of the time was a chauffeur for Thomas J. Watson
Senior.  It took him a few minutes of working the gas pliers to get a 
working transistor, and quite a bit longer to get a really good one.
At least some of the engineering managers concluded that they would never
get a production-quality process that way.


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 22:12:00 1995
From: JosephWP@aol.com
Subject: Air Force TO reference
Message-ID: <950804173540_130666622@aol.com>

Anyone out there have a book that will cross reference Air Force TO books
numbers to equipment nomenclature?

I have some parts with TO book numbers and I need to know what equipment it
goes to.

Joseph Pinner + 
Lafayette, LA 
KC5IJD 
EMail: josephwp@aol.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 22:12:00 1995
From: Dave Creek <dcreek@pixi.com>
Subject: Re: Air Force TO reference
Message-ID: <Pine.PCW.3.91.950804140300.7943A-100000@godzilla04.pixi.com>


On Fri, 4 Aug 1995 JosephWP@aol.com wrote:

> Anyone out there have a book that will cross reference Air Force TO books
> numbers to equipment nomenclature?
> 
> I have some parts with TO book numbers and I need to know what equipment it
> goes to.

I dont have a cross-referance and I dont know that one still exists. The 
main reference from TO's to equipment was the index of TO's for each 
class.

The TO number classes were broken down as to the type of end item.

11 = Aircraft Armament Electronics Equipment
12 = Aircraft Comm-NAV Electronic equipment
31 = Ground Comm-Electronic Equipment
33 = Electronic Test Equipment

The third symbol if present was the type of equipment.

P = Radar
R = Radio

The fourth number was the equipment category

1 = General TO's
2 = Complete systems
3 = Components
4 = Accessories

This was followed by a dash and the military designation of the 
equipment.

Next was another dash and usually a single number designation the type of 
TO.

1 = operating instructions
2 = Maintenance instructions
3 = Overhaul instructions
4 = parts breakdowns
5 series = Modifications (TCTO's)

For example, 31R2-2GRC-26D-1

Operating instructions, Radio Set AN/GRC-26D

and 31R3-R390-4

Illustrated Parts Breakdown, Radio Receiver R-390 (Part of Radio Set 
AN-GRC-26D)

Many of the TO's were copies of Army TM's or Navy Navships or Navair 
manuals with an AF TO number printed on the cover.

This information is circe 1972, and things may have changed after that.

Hope this is some help.

73 es Aloha

Dave Creek, NH6BA
Ewa Beach, HI
dcreek@pixi.com


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 06:22:00 1995
From: Fire Bottle archive handler <firebotl@jackatak.theporch.com>
Subject: All this semi-conductor chatter
Message-ID:  <9508032019.aa08291@jackatak.theporch.com>

Gang-

ENOUGH, please of the semiconductor threads. I had hoped that a few=20
comments by others would help this thread die down, but it seems a=20
short plea is in order:

This list is for discussing Firebottles, Radios that use Firebottles,=20
the operation of Firebottle equipment, the care and feeding of=20
Firebottles and equipment they work in... Today, someone said the=20
FIrebottles had to be USA Firebottles, and I take issue with that...=20
ANYBODY's firebottle technology os welcome.

There are plenty of places to pursue semi-conductors and silicon=20
devices, but not here on the BoatAnchor List... Please.

> Icom no longer the cpu/driver chip that is in the IC-751 radio...
So? Tell the chaps on the Icom List. One of the BA subscribers runs=20
that list, and I will surely enjoy reading about it *ON THAT LIST* but=20
these topics are not proper fare for the BA list.

Thanks for the cooperation.
--
73
Jack, W4PPT/Mobile (75M SSB 2-letter WAS #1657/#1789 -- both all mobile! =
;^)
            - - - BoatAnchor Mailing List Archiver/Owner - - -
firebotl@jackatak.theporch.com     ----    listown@jackatak.theporch.com



From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 13:24:00 1995
From: clarke@acme.ist.ucf.edu (Thomas Clarke)
Subject: Re: All this semi-conductor chatter
Message-ID: <m0seMYF-0006WsC@next1.acme.ist.ucf.edu>

We need a little semi' chatter if nothing else to pat ourselves
on the back and remind us of our wisdom in sticking with hollow 

state.  Such chatter is probably self limiting.

I was reading in a '27 Handbook about electrolytic rectifiers - 

a carbon electrode and an aluminum electrode in a tube of solution -
sort of like a wet electroytic capacitor used in a funny way.
I might have to try one some day.

Are electrolytic rectifiers solid state? (liquid state?)

Tom Clarke
KE4VFH




From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 13:24:00 1995
From: rdkeys@unity.ncsu.edu
Subject: Re: All this semi-conductor chatter
Message-ID: <199508041439.KAA08565@cc01du.unity.ncsu.edu>

> 
> We need a little semi' chatter if nothing else to pat ourselves
> on the back and remind us of our wisdom in sticking with hollow 
> state.  Such chatter is probably self limiting.
> I was reading in a '27 Handbook about electrolytic rectifiers - 
> a carbon electrode and an aluminum electrode in a tube of solution -
> sort of like a wet electroytic capacitor used in a funny way.
> I might have to try one some day.
> Are electrolytic rectifiers solid state? (liquid state?)
> 
> Tom Clarke
> KE4VFH

My OM always called them ``Slop-Jar Rectifiers''.  He used them back
in the 20's a time or two.

I have also heard them called ``chemical rectifiers''.

Hence, weuns should callem CHEMICAL SLOP STATE.

That should keep the OSHA folks happy!

73/Bob/NA4G



From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 13:24:00 1995
From: Steve Ellington <n4lq@iglou.com>
Subject: Re: All this semi-conductor chatter
Message-ID: <Pine.SOL.3.91.950804123120.25856B-100000@iglou.iglou.com>


There was a young ham named Bud
Who made a solid state rig from a spud.
He dipped his meter in series with his tank.
Then called cq till his final rotted and stank.


On Fri, 4 Aug 1995 rdkeys@unity.ncsu.edu wrote:

> > 
> > We need a little semi' chatter if nothing else to pat ourselves
> > on the back and remind us of our wisdom in sticking with hollow 
> > state.  Such chatter is probably self limiting.
> > I was reading in a '27 Handbook about electrolytic rectifiers - 
> > a carbon electrode and an aluminum electrode in a tube of solution -
> > sort of like a wet electroytic capacitor used in a funny way.
> > I might have to try one some day.
> > Are electrolytic rectifiers solid state? (liquid state?)
> > 
> > Tom Clarke
> > KE4VFH
> 
> My OM always called them ``Slop-Jar Rectifiers''.  He used them back
> in the 20's a time or two.
> 
> I have also heard them called ``chemical rectifiers''.
> 
> Hence, weuns should callem CHEMICAL SLOP STATE.
> 
> That should keep the OSHA folks happy!
> 
> 73/Bob/NA4G
> 
> 

  Steve 
n4lq@iglou.com     
            
            




From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 22:12:00 1995
From: TOM.A.ADAMS@mail.admin.wisc.edu
Subject: Another collector speaks
Message-ID: <F84F4958.F84F5010@mail.admin.wisc.edu>

to: boatanchors@theporch.com

Hello Paul, K4MSG

   Re. your comments on the current state of key prices:

   Right On. You are dead on the money.

   I've noticed something thing about the wild escalation of prices. The most
absurd prices seem to come from folks who just came into a key or two, aren't
collectors, and know ABSOLUTELY NOTHING about keys or key collecting! They want
to make a quick killing and get out.

   At the same time, the hoards of NEW collectors look at these ridiculous
prices and assume that the seller knows the market better than THEY do, and
shell out the money!

   This is a case of the ignorant buying from the ignorant, and generally
providing a good chuckle for those of us who've been in it for awhile.

   I'm not a BIG collector; I've got maybe 25 - 30 pieces, but some of 'em are
pretty tasty items. In perhaps 15 years of collecting I've NEVER paid more than
$75.00 for a key, and usually considerably less than that, and we're not
talking the really common stuff either. For example, in the past year:

            Vibroplex Zephyr (GRAY based, near mint!)            $45.00

            Vibroplex Lightning Bug, NICKLE base (NOT chrome),
              circa 1938 - 1940, near mint condx.                $50.00

            J-36, J.H. Bunnell Co.  excellent condix.            $40.00

            J-36, Vibroplex,   very good condx.                  $35.00


   The last key I bought was an Xmas present to myself, chosen from Randy
Cole's offerings on this echo. I got an early '20s Vibroplex Original (with
pinstriping) in good condition. It cleaned up beautifully. The price was, IMHO,
a fair one (no haggling), even tho it is the most expensive key in my collect-
ion. It came in for the grand total of $75.00 (Randy paid UPS).

   BTW, I've had a couple of dealings with Randy on keys. I find him to be not
only quite knowledgeable, but an honest, ethical collector/trader (and folks
like that are gettin' hard to find in key collecting these days). If you're in
the market for a bug for your BA station, you could do a LOT worse than to get
one from Randy's listings! Unless you get REAL lucky, you're much better off to
buy from an honest collector who is selling off excess trading fodder than to
deal with some of the ignorant buccaneers (or is it BUCKaneers?) who raid the
hamfest circuits.

   Lately I've been hearing a "rule of thumb" saying at hamfests; "ANY bug, no
matter what condition, is worth AT LEAST $100 on the market". It usually
comes from some jerk who has a beat up DX-100B on his table with a $350.00
price tag.

   To that notion, I say, loudly, BULLSHIT!!!

   It's a damned shame. I used to enjoy key collecting. Now, my collection is
on hold. The game's being ruined by the stupid and the greedy.

                                      73's,

                                              Tom, K9TA


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 22:12:00 1995
From: Joe Reda/HQ/3Com <Joe_Reda@3mail.3Com.COM>
Subject: Re: Another collector speaks
Message-ID: <9508042138.AA3227@hqsmtp.ops.3com.com>

  Mt. T. , K9TA, says:

<snip>
>It's a damned shame. I used to enjoy key collecting. Now, my collection is
>on hold. The game's being ruined by the stupid and the greedy.

Tom was speaking, of course, of keys; but he might as well have been 
speaking about the BA hobby in general.  I cannot and will not pay three to 
four to five times a radio's *intrinsic* worth.  When I "got into" BAs nearly 
ten
years ago, they were just about as well known as they are now, and 
buying/selling 
was done on a reasonable level between enthusiasts who were more
interested in the gear than in the money.

I'm disheartened by some people who seem to think that any price they wind up
paying for what they want is OK,  because they can afford it.    What happens to
the younger people just coming up who might be interested in BAs but in no way
can afford a $5000 beat-up R-390A?

Today, things seem to be ruled not by the law of supply and demand, but more
like the case of greed and usury.  At this rate, I fully expect within a few 
years
to see, for example, Hallicrafters S38's going for $900-1000! 

Sorry to step up on the soapbox; but in the last few months I've seen some 
pricing 
on this list that's left me almost gasping in shock. Let's bring some common 
sense 
back, folks, before our BAs become shelf decorations for the pampered few.

73, Joe KC6TXU


  


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 06:22:00 1995
From: Nick England <nick@cs.unc.edu>
Subject: anyone going to SIGGRAPH ?
Message-ID: <199508032204.SAA17666@altair.cs.unc.edu>


Next week is the big computer graphics conference in LA.
Any boatanchorites besides me gonna be there ?

Nick KD4CPL
nick@cs.unc.edu


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 13:24:00 1995
From: MICHAEL@ecs.umass.edu
Subject: Re: BA graphics survey
Message-ID: <01HTO7GVFNKMBORZCR@ECS.UMASS.EDU>

> It's realized most of us haven't had occasion to get involved with
> graphics to any extent.  Perhaps this is why the response to the
> survey has been light.  Of concern is how to satisfy the graphics 
> capabilities of those net members with minimal equipment.  Surely 
> not everyone has direct internet access.  There must be quite a few 
> who'd like to quickly tap into the internet for a schematic but have 
> email file size limitations.  Please take a moment to be heard.  

Thanks for doing the survey, Jack.  When I started this message I
was going to propose a "two-tier" approach to solve the problem of
accommodating both those with laser printers and/or PostScript capability 
and those without.  However, I doubt anyone would wrestle with drawing 
ASCII schematics for anything more complex than a one-tube set.  Too 
bad my Photofinish software doesn't include ASCII as a supported picture
file format.  
 
 John Michael              michael@ecs.umass.edu


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 13:24:00 1995
From: rdkeys@unity.ncsu.edu
Subject: Re: BA graphics survey
Message-ID: <199508041526.LAA11849@cc01du.unity.ncsu.edu>

> 
> > It's realized most of us haven't had occasion to get involved with
> > graphics to any extent.  Perhaps this is why the response to the
> > survey has been light.  Of concern is how to satisfy the graphics 
> > capabilities of those net members with minimal equipment.  Surely 
> > not everyone has direct internet access.  There must be quite a few 
> > who'd like to quickly tap into the internet for a schematic but have 
> > email file size limitations.  Please take a moment to be heard.  
> 
> Thanks for doing the survey, Jack.  When I started this message I
> was going to propose a "two-tier" approach to solve the problem of
> accommodating both those with laser printers and/or PostScript capability 
> and those without.  However, I doubt anyone would wrestle with drawing 
> ASCII schematics for anything more complex than a one-tube set.  Too 
> bad my Photofinish software doesn't include ASCII as a supported picture
> file format.  
>  
>  John Michael              michael@ecs.umass.edu
> 

Likewise.

I purposely kept me mouth shut on this, because I favor getting the info
out, but in as high a quality as possible.  The reality of that dictates
postscript output (sorry laserjet folks --- I have both and the laserjet
is much faster in .LJ mode rather than in .PS mode).  Laserjet mode
using bitmaps rather than postscript mostly sucks big time.  Ascii is
even worse, but can be done for very simple things, as long is minimal
illustrations are required.  I was looking for something that might do
a TIFF or GIF to Epson type of bitmap operation, but have not found
anything that would handle that low level operation, effectively.

My suspicion is that most printers will be postscript capabable in the
next several years.  The manufacturers are flying in the face of reality
to think otherwise.  Hence, we are on the right track, a bit ahead of
the advance landing party....(:+}}.....

As to file sizes, don't worry.  I just finished a reprint complete with
illustrations of Alfred Vail's 1847 treatise on Morse's Electro Magnetic
Telegraph.  It comes to just under 8 megabytes in one printable file.
Using the internet standard GNUzip compression/decompression utility
it shrinks down to 612K, which will fit easily on any floppy that most
of us (except for a holdout Luddite like me who still uses a 360K now
and again) would use.

Perhaps, if there is a need to get the info out to those Boatanchorites
without postscript printing capability it could be done for the price
of an SASE plus a spare sase for the paper copy trade, by someone who
can print out an occasional copy.  Remember in the old days that one
could trade several stamps for that thing you saw listed in the back
of Popular Mechanix or whatever kids rag one might have ooohed and 
aaaahhed at.  Else, just return the favor down the road when you
can to help the other fellow out (best mode, for sure).

I still think that such postscript graphics output of useful/historical
BA related documents/drawings/illustrations/plans/schematics, etc.,
is the best long term solution.  Archival storage, on-line plus maybe
issuance of a BA cdrom (don't laugh, but it is the ideal way to store
such stuff readily accessable --- thinking 5 years ahead in addition to
100 years back in time).

Food for thought.......

73/ZUT/BAF    (read ``best regards'' ``CW Forever''  ``Boatanchors Forever'')

DE NA4G/Bob






From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 16:48:00 1995
From: haynes@cats.ucsc.edu (Jim Haynes)
Subject: Re: BA graphics survey
Message-ID: <199508041911.MAA12070@hobbes.UCSC.EDU>

Well now if we want to keep this BA-related, what we need are a bunch of
those 3 foot square flat bed plotters with tube electronics that we used
to use in the analog computer biz.  So what we need to send on the list
are a bunch of X and Y voltages, plus pen up/down signals.


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 06:22:00 1995
From: jproc@worldlinx.com
Subject: BA Subjects
Message-ID: <Chameleon.4.01.2.950903222902.jproc@>

Dear BA's,

I accidently deleted Jim Lockwood's post regarding the fact that antennas=
=20
should not be discussed in this group and now I decided to post a some=20
comments. Since I provided one answer to the original post on the antenna=
=20
question, I also feel compelled to add some additional response. In Jim's=
=20
post it was clearly stated that only 'American built, amateur radio gear =
tube=20
gear' should be discussed in this fourm. Does this mean that I cannot ask=
=20
questions about Collins amateur radio gear that was built in Toronto? For=
 =20
those of you who were not aware of it, Collins had an amateur radio=20
manufacturing facility in Toronto during the 1950's and I still have one =
of=20
their 1955/56 mini catalogues.) Is by Britsh built KW2000 vacuum tube=20
transceiver off limits too? Now, if someone appoints themselves the group=
=20
'watch dog', there is imminent concern that all of the facts may not be c=
lose=20
at hand.=20

Here is an excerpt from the BA help file. =20

1.   This mailing list is devoted to the discussion of vintage
communications equipment, which we fondly refer to as
"Boatanchors" and closely related subject. The central theme is
vintage amateur radio equipment using vacuum tube (firebottle)
technology, but we have been known to drift into discussions of
such things as entertainment boatanchors, antennas, telegraph
keys, classic electronic/radio books and radio history.

    There are some topics that are too emotionally charged to
generate worthwhile posts: in particular, the ARRL, Code versus
No-Code, and the Examination Process, are all topics that can
be discussed in other forums, and are considered inappropriate
for this list. Please do not even *think* about posting about
these subjects.

etc......truncated.............


No mention of 'American only' equipment and it would appear that antennas=
=20
have been discussed. Now, having pointed out the mandate, I feel the BA g=
roup=20
as a whole respects the above guidelines. Yes, there have been a few=20
instances where I think we strayed over the line and our listowner acted =
in=20
the name of a good sheppard and got the flock back on the straight and=20
narrow. Generally speaking, we adhere to the 'spirit' of the mandate.

Antenna questions do not normally come up in this fourm but and I can't s=
ee=20
the problem with answering the odd one here and there. In fact, someone=20
mentioned 'what better place than this' to have that kind of question=20
answered.=20

Suppose the original antenna question had been asked in the following man=
ner:

I have just finsished restoring a Collins KWS-1 transmitter. Unfortunatel=
y, I=20
live in an apartment and don't have much space. Does anyone know of any g=
ood=20
indoor antennas that would work with this rig??  Having stated it like th=
at,=20
does that now qualify it as a valid BA topic?

Solid state comes up from time to time but I don't see anyone getting exc=
ited=20
about that. It too, could be construed as a subject that is 'out of bound=
s',=20
but we don't make a daily staple of it and life goes on. Other interestin=
g,=20
off beat, topics come up now and again, and I for one, certainly enjoy th=
ose.=20
I think we are doing it the right way and should continue on with it.=20

I posting this response, I, in no manner, mean to offend any single=20
individual and I'm sincerley trying my best compose this post as=20
diplomatically as possible. My main intention here is only to present a=20
balanced perspective.

Regards,
-------------------------------------
Jerry Proc   VE3FAB
E-mail: jproc@worldlinx.com
Radio Restoration Volunteer
HMCS Haida  Toronto, Ontario=20
-------------------------------------




From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 06:22:00 1995
From: Jeffrey Herman <jeffrey@math.hawaii.edu>
Subject: Re: BA Subjects
Message-ID: <Pine.SUN.3.91.950803193409.4926A-100000@kahuna>

> Now, if someone appoints themselves the group=20
> 'watch dog', there is imminent concern that all of the facts may not be=
 close=20
> at hand.=20

Wasn't Jim Lockwood the originator of this list? Some might not agree
but I feel that the original listowner can certainly call himself
the list's watchdog.

Before we post an article let's stop and consider whether the 500+=20
subscribers want that particular item in their mailbox - let's ask
ourselves if that item is what they've subscribed to this list to
read. Antennas? Make sure they're of a vintage design! (Otherwise
rec.radio.amateur.antenna is a much more fitting forum.) Aircraft?
Only if it's about communications gear (with tubes). Solid state?
No no no no!

This list generates over 50 pieces of mail daily - lately only
about 60% satisfy the charter. Let's get back on track, okay?

73 from Hawaii,
Jeff NH6IL


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 13:24:00 1995
From: JosephWP@aol.com
Subject: Re: BA Subjects
Message-ID: <950804102250_130356020@aol.com>

Jerry,

>>>>
Solid state comes up from time to time but I don't see anyone getting excited
about that. It too, could be construed as a subject that is 'out of bounds',
 but we don't make a daily staple of it and life goes on
>>>>

I agree with you about solid state. However, I think that at times it is
directly related to BA matters. 

Do we mean to say that the Hammarlund HQ-215 cannot be discussed on this
list? Though entirely solid state, I consider it vintage boatanchor radio
both due to its manufacturer and age. It was Hammalund's last gasp of life,
and is a transition piece. Also, What about the Hallicrafters FPM-300 and the
SBE-33, 34, 35 series among others. They are solid state except for driver
and final. The Collins 51S-1 uses one active solid state device.

I think that there must be some allowable spillover here into the solid state
arena just like that which exists in some of our radios. Boatanchors is
principally and primarily for our beloved vacuum tube gear, but there is need
and room for a little of the other too. 

I am not interested in talking about ICOMs here either, but there must be
some flexibility.

Joseph Pinner + 
Lafayette, LA 
KC5IJD 
EMail: josephwp@aol.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 13:24:00 1995
From: "Tony Stalls (K4KYO)" <j38@clark.net>
Subject: Re: BA Subjects
Message-ID: <Pine.SOL.3.91.950804123314.15387C-100000@clark.net>

In a message to the list on July 30 in response to some unkind words
between a few of the BA'ers, I wrote in part: 
 
  "This is the closest I've seen this group get to harsh words
  and I don't care for it.  After all gang, this is one of the
  last bastions of civility on the Internet.  We disagree and
  we debate, but we respect one another."
 
Well, it would have appeared that I spoke too soon.  As some of you might
recall, the very next day, one individual commented on my tongue-in-cheek
post to the group about an item for sale by accusing me of coming close to
making a personal attack and by the end of his message, with his blood
pressure obviously rising, he escalated to characterizing it as being a
"cheap shot".  It got much nastier in private e-mail from that individual,
but going into detail about that isn't going to accomplish anything and I
mention it only to illustrate an apparent change from the warm and fuzzy
"bastion of civility" toward something more akin to the venom of the
Usenet. 
 
Most of this hostility seems to be emanating from several folks' obsession
with others going "off-topic" as illustrated recently by someone violating
the ersatz taboo by asking for help with an antenna problem.  Maybe, as
was directed, the antenna newsgroup is a better place for such
information, but this individual was obviously asking people he considered
his friends for help.  He simply didn't deserve having fire and brimstone
heaped on him.  Just what the hell is going on here?  What's happening to
what used to be one the nicest bunch of people anywhere? 
 
It appears that some have lost sight of the fact that we are a diverse
group with the passion for our boatanchors as the glue that has held us
all together.  The spirit of amateur radio that thrived before greed
started turning it into just another personal radio service was alive and
well here.  We could peacefully discuss anything that was on our minds, or
even just let off steam, because we believed that we were among friends. 
Suggesting that someone leave their boatanchor colleagues and take these
"offensive" topics to the Usenet wasteland to suffer the hardship of
having to endure the venom of the banal misanthropes there is downright
unfriendly. 
 
Consider the effect that narrowing the focus of discussion to pieces of
hardware would have.  For example, the FCC exam stories that brought back
all those fond memories wouldn't be allowed.  The early days of solid
state are among the forbidden, and as one recent post suggests, we
shouldn't even be allowed to discuss non-American gear.  So much for
telling about my very first homebrew 2N107 transistor code oscillator
project, my WW2 German key, and discussing solid-state Hammarlund HQ-215's
and R-1051's.  Of course we can't mourn the passing of radio pioneers any
more either, especially if their obituaries appeared as ARRL Bulletins. 
True-life radio pioneer stories are out, as are boatanchor sightings in
movies and on TV.  Oh, and you can leave off messages about big-bucks
prizes for having the oldest Bird 43 since they are current production
items and don't have tubes.  I can go on, but you get the idea. 
 
There have been attempts to shut people talking about these subjects up
before (me included) because of alleged "tons of e-mail (complaining)
about off-topic threads".  The most unpleasant I recall occurred back
around the first of the year.  There was another attempt two or three
months ago, but interestingly it was totally ignored and nothing changed. 
So now we have another move in this direction that unfortunately seems to
be turning into something much uglier. 
 
Consider that these potentially banned threads have afforded us an
opportunity to know one another as individuals rather than just sources
for parts and information.  We enjoy a kinship that used to be the rule in
amateur radio and made it a fraternity rather than the "community" it is
now becoming.  If the Boatanchor list is lobotomized and reduced to the
equivalent of an on-line technical manual, it will lose its spirit and the
camaraderie we have all enjoyed so much will die.  It's as simple as that. 
 
The way I see it, anything that might appear on the pages of "Electric
Radio", the Antique Wireless Association's "The Old Timer's Bulletin",
"The Collins Journal", "AM Press/Exchange", or like publications belongs
on the Boatanchor list, and judging by the overwhelming support I got when
I was blasted for my "off-topic" posts earlier this year, I believe that a
most here feel that way too.  I therefore move that the "charter"  be
amended to reflect that philosophy. 
 
73,
Tony
K4KYO
 
ZUT!



From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 13:24:00 1995
From: rdkeys@unity.ncsu.edu
Subject: Re: BA Subjects
Message-ID: <199508041707.NAA16332@cc01du.unity.ncsu.edu>

Well said, Tony.....

I concur that we should be not quite of the ``too narrow blinders''
set regarding the group, which is becoming wondrously and interestingly
diverse, as we grow to maturity.  It may, as time passes, digress
with a touch of temerity into uncharted waters.  Many and diverse be
the realms and seas that we ply with various and sundry articles of
the Boatanchorite trade and collective wisdom.  But, it will run 
with the flow, if we are gentle to the touch and perceptive in the
mind's eye to let easy go the rudder, as the waters be calm and of fair
and goodly winds.  I wouldst hope that the time was well behind for the
need to dust off the ol' net asbestos flak suit, amongst so fine and
friendly a crew as we have here.

73 TU SEEU ZUT/BAF DE NA4G ``Boatanchor Bob''




From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 16:48:00 1995
From: jml@spider.lloyd.com (Jim Lockwood)
Subject: Re: BA Subjects
Message-ID: <m0seR9R-001OfCC@spider.lloyd.com>

I can't tell if the following questions are intended as rhetorical and
tongue in cheek or not.  I similarly can't tell if the writers of these
questions have so little sense of why this list was created that
hair-splitting is necessary for there to comprehension of the list's
original purpose.  

> Does this mean that I cannot ask 
> questions about Collins amateur radio gear that was built in Toronto? 
> Is by Britsh built KW2000 vacuum tube 
> transceiver off limits too? 
> So much for
> telling about my very first homebrew 2N107 transistor code oscillator
> project, my WW2 German key, and discussing solid-state Hammarlund HQ-215's
> Of course we can't mourn the passing of radio pioneers any
> more either, especially if their obituaries appeared as ARRL Bulletins.



> Generally speaking, we adhere to the 'spirit' of the mandate.

Why not always adhere to the spirit of the list's purpose?

There are certainly plenty of specialized forums for discussions of non-BA
topics and these other forums have some high-powered experts reading and
contributing.   Those forums cater to specific needs and should be the
places in which their subject matters are discussed.

>Antenna questions do not normally come up in this fourm 

....and they shouldn't.

>... I can't see 
>the problem with answering the odd one here and there. In fact, someone 
>mentioned 'what better place than this' to have that kind of question 
>answered. 

The Usenet news group rec.radio.amateur.antenna is the answer to this
question.  
>
>Suppose the original antenna question had been asked in the following manner:
>
>I have just finsished restoring a Collins KWS-1 transmitter. Unfortunately, I 
>live in an apartment and don't have much space. Does anyone know of any good 
>indoor antennas that would work with this rig??  Having stated it like that, 
>does that now qualify it as a valid BA topic?


No.


>
>Solid state comes up from time to time but I don't see anyone getting excited 
>about that. It too, could be construed as a subject that is 'out of bounds',

It certainly could.


 

>I posting this response, I, in no manner, mean to offend any single 
>individual and I'm sincerley trying my best compose this post as 
>diplomatically as possible.

You've done a fine job, too.  

                                .oOo.

This message (meaning mine...the one I am typing in at this moment), like
other non-BA topics, is a waste of BA bandwidth and of list subscribers time
and is about an inappropriate subject .   I'll be glad to continue the
debate about appropriate BA topics off line with anyone who wants to discuss
the subject. 

73,

Jim - km6nk
Resident Self Appointed Boatanchors Watchdog 



From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 16:48:00 1995
From: "Tony Stalls (K4KYO)" <j38@clark.net>
Subject: Re: BA Subjects
Message-ID: <Pine.SOL.3.91.950804143454.26208C-100000@clark.net>



On Fri, 4 Aug 1995, Jim Lockwood wrote:

> I can't tell if the following questions are intended as rhetorical and
> tongue in cheek or not.  I similarly can't tell if the writers of these
> questions have so little sense of why this list was created that
> hair-splitting is necessary for there to comprehension of the list's
> original purpose.  

> > Does this mean that I cannot ask questions about Collins amateur radio
> > gear that was built in Toronto?  Is by Britsh built KW2000 vacuum tube
> > transceiver off limits too? 

This is from Jerry Proc, VE3FAB

> > So much for telling about my very first homebrew 2N107 transistor code
> > oscillator project, my WW2 German key, and discussing solid-state
> > Hammarlund HQ-215's Of course we can't mourn the passing of radio 
> > pioneers any more either, especially if their obituaries appeared as ARRL
> > Bulletins. 

And this was from me.

I was completely serious and although I can't speak for Jerry, I believe
he was too.  I don't see how you might have considered either statement
otherwise. 

Again, I can't speak for Jerry, but as far as I'm concerned, I don't care
why the list was created.  Its dynamics have obviously caused it to evolve
into something else and I like it the way it is.  If I didn't, I wouldn't 
participate.

Furthermore, as a contributor I feel that I should have some say in how it
is conducted and censorship in any form is not what I recommend.  If the
listowner wanted it to remain static, or desired complete control, then he
should never have solicited donations. 

Like it or not Jim, the BA group has become a mini-fraternity.  Let's keep
it that way.  We don't need any "watchdogs", self-appointed or otherwise.

73,
Tony
K4KYO



From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 22:12:00 1995
From: Joe Reda/HQ/3Com <Joe_Reda@3mail.3Com.COM>
Subject: Re: BA Subjects
Message-ID: <9508042154.AA3527@hqsmtp.ops.3com.com>

  JosephWP says Jerry says,

 
>>>>
Solid state comes up from time to time but I don't see anyone getting excited
about that. It too, could be construed as a subject that is 'out of bounds',
 but we don't make a daily staple of it and life goes on
>>>>

and JosephWP says,

>I agree with you about solid state. However, I think that at times it is
>directly related to BA matters.

Well, yeah.  This list (as I understand it) is about vacuum-tube BA gear.
However, in my feeble mind, I tend to include in "BA" *anything* made by
the greats such as Collins, Hammarlund, Hallicrafters, National, and so on.
I would therefore feel just as justified talking about my National HRO-500
(a true boatanchor if ever there was one!) as I would a National NC-400 (a
box I will never own since they're priced such that only Bill Gates can
afford one).

I would think discussions of, say, a Hallicrafters FPM-300 or the afore-
mentioned HRO-500 would be as germane at least as, say, keys, CW,
or aviation.  Those can all be done or used with solid-state, also. (Don't
flame me, guys, I really do like keys, CW, and I fly planes too!)

To sum up: been on this list a long time.  Every so often this "get the h**l
back on topic -- whatever the topic is -- discussion comes up.  I'm gettin'
to where I just ignore it now.  I do notice, though, that we all seem like we
need a dose of Geritol or Serutan (that's "Natures" spelled backward!) or
whatever it takes to restore some gentility around here . . . :)

 Grumpily (because it's d***ed hot in California),
 Joe KC6TXU



From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 22:12:00 1995
From: HAMRLUND@aol.com
Subject: Re: BA Subjects
Message-ID: <950804182022_48138866@aol.com>

And don't forget the Hammarlund Greats, the HQ-215 & HQ 225......

Solid State, but Hammarlund BA's just the same....

robert


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 13:24:00 1995
From: adumas1@ix.netcom.com (Andrew Dumas)
Subject: BA Wanted/For Sale list: entry candidate
Message-ID: <199508041114.EAA11835@ix8.ix.netcom.com>

Good Day Gang,

I'm finishing up the next edition of the BA Wanted/For Sale List and I 
have two entries that I wanted to check to be sure they're BA material:

Would an Yaesu FT-625RD and an FT-225RD be considered BA's?  
Specifically, do they glow at all or are they just old sandboxes?

No offense is intended to the BA member who asked me to list these two 
units.  I'm not sure of their tube content and I didn't want to give 
the BA Wanted/For Sale List any negative publicity. 8-)

I should be done with the latest edition of the BA Wanted/For Sale List 
today.  I'll post when it's available.

73
Andrew Dumas
N1TGC
adumas1@ix.netcom.com
adumas@dbh.com




From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 16:48:00 1995
From: jmartin@hrlban1.aircrew.asu.edu
Subject: BA'ites are nice people
Message-ID: <SA39+HJb6ka@hrlban1.alhra.af.mil>

To all BA'ites,
Early last week I posted a request on this net for help finding insulated shaft 
couplings.  I'm grateful for help which was quick in coming, and my problem 
now is solved.  I learn something new virtually every time I read these 
postings, it's fun in the bargain (that's what we're here for), and I think this is 
one fine group of correspondents.  The diverse interests keep things lively; 
let's keep it up.

Warmly, 
John Martin


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 06:22:00 1995
From: MEC <danmec@inet.uni-c.dk>
Subject: Re: BA/Enigma Spotting=20
Message-ID: <Pine.3.89.9508041130.A20471-0100000@inet.uni-c.dk>

> n5off@w5ddl.aara.org wrote:=20
>=20
> Speaking of Enigmas, about a year ago I saw a three-rotor Enigma at a
> gun show. That really surprised me. I would have expected that not too
> many of them survived the end of WW-II, and that they were probably
> confiscated and locked in some vault somewhere. I think the seller was
> asking $6500 OBO for it, but my memory could be flaky. It was just
> sitting out on the table, so you could even fiddle around with it. I
> think it was by far the most interesting item on display at the show.
>=20
> Am I mistaken? Could the unit have been authentic? Were there any
> accurate reproductions made? Did any of the four-rotor units survive
> the war and fall into civilian hands?

Some survived but not too many. I have helped some US collectors to get o=
ne
but they are becoming very rare ( and expensive ) now.


I have had several 3 rotors and have a 4 rotor one now.  I have one 3=20
rotor version FS too

73   Rag  OZ8RO


>=20
> --
> Mark J. Blair, KE6MYK                      Silicon Systems, Inc.
> Design Engineer                            14351 Myford Rd. m/s C-90
> mark.blair@tus.ssi1.com  (714) 573-6709    Tustin, CA  92680-7022
>=20


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 16:48:00 1995
From: Nick England <nick@cs.unc.edu>
Subject: Birthday coming up
Message-ID: <199508042002.QAA26535@altair.cs.unc.edu>


Next weekend marks the 3rd birthday for Boatanchors!

A hearty "thanks" to Jim Lockwood who started it and Paul and Jack 
an Phil who have kept it alive. 

I've learned one heck of a lot, made some new friends, 
gotten some help, and found some treasures via this group.
Boatanchors forever & 73,
Nick KD4CPL

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
>From Jim.Lockwood@Eng Thu Aug 13 14:15:53 1992
Subject: testing, testing....

I've put together an alias on my machine for those of us who have
been swapping info on DX100/TX1 class rigs this week.  It consists
at present of:

250-<mal@cosmid.apldbio.com>
250-<brewer@anarky.enet.dec.com>
250-<nick@sunpix.East.Sun.COM>
250 <zardoz@rx-db.hf.intel.com>
250-Jim Lockwood <lockwood@acidqueen>

and can be reached/used by mailing to:
        boatanchors@acidqueen.eng.sun.com

At the risk of actually having to maintain this alias instead of
doing Real Work, I will probably announce its existance on the net
and be willing to add folks to it as/if demand warrants.

Altho consisting of those of us with 100lb Heath transmitters at
present, I have no interest in moderating this alias or restricting
it to just that breed of rig.  I'd rather see it be used for any
discussion concerning any firebottle rigs.

73,
Jim - KM6NK
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 22:12:00 1995
From: johnmb <johnmb@nando.net>
Subject: Birthday coming up (fwd)
Message-ID: <Pine.SUN.3.91.950804175742.26036A-100000@parsifal.nando.net>


An interesting thing from looking at the 
addresses, is that of the five of us that were on the
original list,three of us remain active. Of those 3,
all appear to be working at new locations.

Jobs change, but boatanchors.......
/john
(ex of brewer@anarky.enet.dec.com)
:-)
 

---------- Forwarded message ----------
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
>From Jim.Lockwood@Eng Thu Aug 13 14:15:53 1992
Subject: testing, testing....

I've put together an alias on my machine for those of us who have
been swapping info on DX100/TX1 class rigs this week.  It consists
at present of:

250-<mal@cosmid.apldbio.com>
250-<brewer@anarky.enet.dec.com>
250-<nick@sunpix.East.Sun.COM>
250 <zardoz@rx-db.hf.intel.com>
250-Jim Lockwood <lockwood@acidqueen>

and can be reached/used by mailing to:
        boatanchors@acidqueen.eng.sun.com

At the risk of actually having to maintain this alias instead of
doing Real Work, I will probably announce its existance on the net
and be willing to add folks to it as/if demand warrants.

Altho consisting of those of us with 100lb Heath transmitters at
present, I have no interest in moderating this alias or restricting
it to just that breed of rig.  I'd rather see it be used for any
discussion concerning any firebottle rigs.

73,
Jim - KM6NK
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++



From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 16:48:00 1995
From: don merz <71333.144@compuserve.com>
Subject: Bug prices...
Message-ID: <950804185732_71333.144_DHQ76-3@CompuServe.COM>

Regarding an earlier message about the price of Vibroplex and other bugs.
All I can say is that you key collectors have done this to yourselves
just the way Catalin collectors did before you and Collins collectors are
doing today. When you have 3, 4 or more of the exact same thing, you have 
become part of the problem you lament.

Folks may recall the 3 bugs I advertised here several months ago. Nice
items but not made of gold. I wasn't sure of the price and asked for
info and offers. Heck, I had over 35 phone calls (I wrote them all
down) and was getting calls 3 weeks later. The highest offer was $635!!
Ridiculous! I had set a price that I was told was fair at that point and 
sold them for $350 to a nice guy just starting his collection.

The barriers to entry in bug collecting today are HUGE. I talked to one
guy that had over 250 WT8 AMP British keys...and he was calling to buy
the two I had for sale!  GET A GRIP!

Now I need another Regency TR-1 for my collection...then I'll just
have enough to fill this box....
73, Don



From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 16:48:00 1995
From: David Moody <MOODY@Admin.Rose-Hulman.Edu>
Subject: Re: Bug prices...
Message-ID: <01HTOG27L6Q88Y4WPY@Admin.Rose-Hulman.Edu>


IN%"71333.144@compuserve.com" wrote:
>Regarding an earlier message about the price of Vibroplex and other bugs.
>All I can say is that you key collectors have done this to yourselves
>just the way Catalin collectors did before you and Collins collectors are
>doing today. When you have 3, 4 or more of the exact same thing, you have 
>become part of the problem you lament.

Off topic, but... it reminds me of when the Hunt brothers tried to take
over the silver market.  Drove the price way up, just to see it come
crashing down.

However, I still say that no matter what, the price is only set when
the goods and the money have exchanged hands.  Until then...

If someone wants to hoard something for whatever reason, then they need
to ask themselves why!  If they are wanting to boost the hobby, then they
should spread the wealth.  And even then, I really don't mind if they take
some kind of profit, just as long as it is not rediculous!  The only
reason this stuff (and I do like this stuff) appreciates in value is
because there is someone out there willing to pay a little more.  Like
the stock market, you have to look at bid, ask, and last sale and not just
one of these to get a real indication of what the market is doing.

Now I'm rambling, so I will end my use of unnecessary bandwidth...
That's my 2c (or can we haggle on that?) worth..

73, David Moody, KD8NY
Anybody know what the military RS-6 or RS-6A radio sets are worth?


----------------------------------------------------------------------
David A. Moody                | E-mail: David.Moody@Rose-Hulman.edu
Admin. Programmer/Analyst     | Finger: mgrdam@crux.Rose-Hulman.edu
Rose-Hulman Inst. of Tech.    | Amateur Call: KD8NY (CW QRP) ex-WB9MMD
Terre Haute, IN  USA  47803   | (VMS Rules!!! (but RSTS was fun.))
Wk Ph:  812.877.8183          |
----------------------------------------------------------------------
Any facts expressed within belong to everybody.
Any opinions expressed within are my own and are not
necessarily the same as my employer, family, friends, etc.
It is up to you to know the difference.


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 13:24:00 1995
From: Emil Switzer <SWITZER+_E%A1%Electromagnetic_Sciences@mcimail.com>
Subject: Cabinet needed
Message-ID: <53950804125535/0006082972NA3EM@MCIMAIL.COM>

    To: Boatanchors
    
    Does anyone out there have a cabinet for a Johnson Valliant or Pacemaker 
    they would like to part with? I picked up a Pacemaker at the Gainesvill, 
    GA hamfest last year and it has finally made it to the top of the 
    restoration pile. The cabinet is the one major part I'm missing?
    
    73,
    Emil W1GGM/4
    
    BTW: I have a shorter email address:
    
    switzer_e@lxe.com
    
    



From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 06:22:00 1995
From: paul Veltman <veltman@netcom.com>
Subject: Re: CB Licenses
Message-ID: <Pine.3.89.9508031907.A5817-0100000@netcom8>

Do any of you guys remember the old CB calls like 12Q1939?

73

Paul WA6OKQ


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 06:22:00 1995
From: k1zat@bah.com
Subject: Re: CB Licenses
Message-ID: <Pine.SUN.3.91.950803224632.18967A-100000@booz.bah.com>

Paul --

On Thu, 3 Aug 1995, paul Veltman wrote:
> Do any of you guys remember the old CB calls like 12Q1939?

  Yea, my deceased ex-father-in-law was 1W6556.  First number
was the FCC district, there used to be 24 (or 26?) of them.
The CB call was based on who's FCC district the mailing address
was in (I think San Antonio/Houston/Beaumont TX came under
10) were as 1 was New England and part of the Boston office of
the FCC,

   jd


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 06:22:00 1995
From: "Tony Stalls (K4KYO)" <j38@clark.net>
Subject: Re: CB Licenses
Message-ID: <Pine.SOL.3.91.950803230630.3142A-100000@clark.net>



On Thu, 3 Aug 1995, paul Veltman wrote:

> Do any of you guys remember the old CB calls like 12Q1939?

I had 6W6997.  We all immediately got CB licenses after we lost 11 meters=
.=20
As I recall, we intended doing was to take it back.  (Incidentally, we
weren't successful.)




From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 06:22:00 1995
From: W3BJZ@aol.com
Subject: Collins Front Panel
Message-ID: <950803212952_47462639@aol.com>

Can anyone help me locate a 51J-4 front panel.  Dave, W3BJZ. (814) 487-74=
68.
publisher of the monthly Collins Journal.


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 16:48:00 1995
From: rdkeys@csemail.cropsci.ncsu.edu
Subject: Re: CWIST Function
Message-ID: <9508041811.AA103921@csemail.cropsci.ncsu.edu>

> >The CWIST Friday Night Fist Function will meet again, for all youse
> >Boatanchorites with a bent ta pound some brass, on the following
> >frequencies and times:
> >060200Z AUG 95 7027 khz
> >060300Z AUG 95 3527 khz
> >060400Z AUG 95 3702R5 khz
> >060500Z AUG 95 3527 khz
> 
> Hi Bob.  Is this a mistake?  This schedule calls up Saturday 
> night, not Friday.  
> 73, Jeff - AC4ZO

Man, my head is on crooked!  (not all that unusual, tho....(:+}}.....)
Myopia oldageicus dimwitticus wrongcalenderius must be setting in.
Friday night at 10pm on the left coast is 0200Z Saturday the 5th, etc.
050200Z AUG 95 7027 khz
050300Z AUG 95 3527 khz
050400Z AUG 95 3702R5 khz
050500Z AUG 95 3527 khz
CU.... 'ol pie on the face Keys, here..... (:+}}.....
AR



From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 16:48:00 1995
From: rdkeys@unity.ncsu.edu
Subject: Re: CWIST Function
Message-ID: <199508041805.OAA18933@cc01du.unity.ncsu.edu>

> Man, my head is on crooked!  (not all that unusual, tho....(:+}}.....)
> Myopia oldageicus dimwitticus wrongcalenderius must be setting in.
> Friday night at 10pm on the left coast is 0200Z Saturday the 5th, etc.
                              RIGHT COAST
Add to that I don't even know me left from me right....(:+{{.....
It must be time to retire to the funny farm...... i.e., the shack!

> 050200Z AUG 95 7027 khz
> 050300Z AUG 95 3527 khz               TIMES/DATE FINE NOW
> 050400Z AUG 95 3702R5 khz
> 050500Z AUG 95 3527 khz

> CU.... 'ol pie on the face Keys, here..... (:+}}.....
Doubly so!



From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 16:48:00 1995
From: "jeffrey (j.) wittich" <jwittich@bnr.ca>
Subject: Re: CWIST Function 
Message-ID:  <"11074 Fri Aug  4 14:54:41 1995"@bnr.ca> 

>> >The CWIST Friday Night Fist Function will meet again, for all youse
>> >Boatanchorites with a bent ta pound some brass, on the following
>> >frequencies and times:
>> >060200Z AUG 95 7027 khz
>> >060300Z AUG 95 3527 khz
>> >060400Z AUG 95 3702R5 khz
>> >060500Z AUG 95 3527 khz
>> 
>> Hi Bob.  Is this a mistake?  This schedule calls up Saturday 
>> night, not Friday.  
>> 73, Jeff - AC4ZO
>
>Man, my head is on crooked!  (not all that unusual, tho....(:+}}.....)
>Myopia oldageicus dimwitticus wrongcalenderius must be setting in.
                   ^^^^^^^^^^^
                   ^^^^^^^^^^^

>Friday night at 10pm on the left coast is 0200Z Saturday the 5th, etc.
>050200Z AUG 95 7027 khz
>050300Z AUG 95 3527 khz
>050400Z AUG 95 3702R5 khz
>050500Z AUG 95 3527 khz
>CU.... 'ol pie on the face Keys, here..... (:+}}.....
>AR

What?  WHAT?   Just what do you mean by this?  :-)
Heh heh...SNORK

de Jeff WITTICH  (really, thats my name) - AC4ZO
***********************************************************************
jwittich@b4pph107.bnr.ca   *** CW ops let their fingers do the talking.
AC4ZO           *** BNR claims they know nothing of my employment here.
***********************************************************************



From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 06:22:00 1995
From: haynes@cats.ucsc.edu (Jim Haynes)
Subject: Did somebody come up with a source for IERC tube shields
Message-ID: <199508040030.RAA06025@hobbes.UCSC.EDU>

other than Fair, which has only 3 sizes, and none of them fits 9-pin
bottles like the 12AU7.


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 06:22:00 1995
From: KE8NEfix@aol.com
Subject: Re: Do semiconductors wear ou...
Message-ID: <950803173719_129807278@aol.com>

Fllow BA'ers

I learned something about that the other day that makes this observation
right on the money.  Icom no longer the cpu/driver chip that is in the IC=
-751
radio.  It was also used in many of its predecessors.  This is a custom b=
uilt
chip 64 pin rectangular animal
that has no replacement anywhere.  And guess what else? Icom doesn't have
anymore.  Way to go Icom!

KIM


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 06:22:00 1995
From: "Barry L. Ornitz" <ornitz@eastman.com>
Subject: Re: Do vacuum tubes have shelf life?
Message-ID: <Pine.ULT.3.91.950803174141.19884B-100000@dua150.kpt.emn.com>

On Thu, 3 Aug 1995 oranges@frb.gov (Fred Bohner) wrote:

> A few words on building and rebuilding tubes,I do not=20
> think it would be easy to get much life out of tubes
> build with out a Clean Room and other needed Equipment.
> =20
> In _Handbook of Electron Tube and Vacuum Techniques_
> By F. Rosebury, Pub.1965, Starts by listing 5 type
> of contaminants in tube assembly that would cause=20
> failures:
> ...=20
> then goes on for 600 pages more on construction=20
> techniques and materials for tubes.

We have this book in our research library along with Max Knoll's book,
                                                                         =
     =20
               Title: Materials and processes of electron devices
              Author:  Knoll,M
              Author:  Kazan,B
    Publication info: Berlin, Germany, Springer-Verlag, 1959=20
Physical description:  484P
   Organization Code: TK7870 KNO 1959 1 RES-LIB BOOK
            Language:  ENG
             Held by:  RES-LIB
            Keywords: Apparatus and appliances,; VACUUM TUBES - MATERIALS=
;=20
                      ELECTRONICS - MATERIALS

These two books should be required reading by anyone who is thinking abou=
t
starting up a tube manufacturing business.  I agree with Fred completely.=
=20
It takes a lot more than a good vacuum system or even an idle production
line.  Remember I said that I thought it would be impossible for US
industry to tool up and mass produce reproducible vacuum tubes at
competitive prices.  Making a DeForest audion is really not that
complicated.  As long as it has some gain, it is a success.  Making a
12BA6 or a 6L6 with standard characteristics and with a reasonable life i=
s
entirely different.  Even having an complete assembly line only gets you=20
part of the way there.  Raw materials (glass, alloys, etc.) also must be=20
obtained.  In fact, this is the biggest problem with Russian and=20
especially Chinese vacuum tubes - their raw material characteristics are=20
not well controlled.  For example, where would you find tube grade mica=20
today?  All of the mica mines near me in Spruce Pine, NC, are now closed
(as are the asbestos mines too).  Try going to the local electronics=20
emporium and buying mica capacitors today.  They are still around if you=20
look hard but look at the prices.  I am sure Corning still has the=20
procedures for making the specialty sealing glasses, just as alloy produc=
ers=20
can dig deep to find the procedures for making low entrained-gas=20
molybdenum alloys - but what is this going to cost?

With the increased demand for vacuum tubes (which I personally think is=20
transitory - especially with the golden-eared audio phreaks), we may see=20
improvements in quality in the Russian and Chinese tubes.  Consider that=20
the heyday of tube manufacturing was the 1950's and early 1960's.  The=20
vast numbers of skilled tube manufacturing people that once existed are=20
not nearly as vast as they once were, and those that remain are aging=20
rapidly.  I hope the overseas manufacturers take advantage of these=20
experts while they can.

				73, Barry  WA4VZQ  ornitz@eastman.com




From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 06:22:00 1995
From: DOUG.WIESE@hamlink.mn.org (DOUG WIESE)
Subject: DRAKE R-4A
Message-ID: <807444164.AA03085@hamlink.mn.org>

    I recently picked up a Drake R-4A receiver at a hamfest this spring.=20
 I noticed that according to the yellow sheets it looks like it was only=20
around for a year or two, then was superceded by the R-4B.  I was=20
wondering if those of you with any knowledge of the differences between=20
the two could enlighten me.  About all I know is the B seems to have a=20
25 Kc xtal calibrator vs. the 100 Kc calibrator in the A.  It's my=20
understanding that the R-4C was quite a different beast (I have a TR-4C)=20
as far as filter circuitry goes and from my reading it would seem that=20
opinion is split on the R-4/A/B vs. R-4C as to the features of each. =20
Thanks all I really enjoy my BA maillist posts!
    73 Doug Wiese -- WB0YDD
    doug.wiese@hamlink.mn.org
                                                                         =
                                          =20

---NoSnail v1.17
*******************************************************************
HAM>link< RBBS - Serving the Amateur Radio Community Since 1983

- 612/HAM-0000 v.34                 Ham Radio Spoken Here!!
- 612/HAM-1010 v.32b           Reply to sender @ hamlink.mn.org
********************************************************************


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 13:24:00 1995
From: kek@tis.inel.gov (Kurt Kasules)
Subject: Elgin Radiofest
Message-ID: <9508041527.AA06983@dewey.tis.inel.gov>

Good Morning,
     Haven't heard any comment on the Elgin Radiofest in the last few days.
Have a chance to go Saterday morning and am wondering if those who have
been think it worhwhile. Wonder if the lousy weather of the past few days
has effected attendance and if that might push all the "good stuff" to
Saterday.  My wife agrees that I despirately need one or more projects to
fit in behind the Collins, TMC, Hallicrafters, and National equipment
waiting to get on the bench. 
    What say all you who were going on Wednesday or Thursday.......  
anybody else going on Saterday and want to set up a meet point?

Thanks,    Kurt Kasules   K9ZWY  (kek@tis.inel.gov)



From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 16:48:00 1995
From: Paul_Bocci-CPB007@email.mot.com
Subject: Elgin Radiofest
Message-ID: <"Macintosh */PRMD=MOT/ADMD=MOT/C=US/"@MHS>


I made it out to Elgin yesterday (Thursday), in the rain.  The weather did 
dampen activity quite a bit but it is hard for me to judge how much in that this 
was my first visit.  I spent about 5 hours at the fest and 2 hours at the Muchow 
Museum, my second trip there.

Boatanchors were rather scarce in the fleamarket area although a very pretty 
HQ-140 found its way into my van!  There were a few old Hallicrafters of the S40 
style and a pretty Drake 2C with a $105 price tag on it.  All in all, boat 
anchor sightings were about on a par with a typical hamfest around here.  It is 
hard to say what Saturday will be like though as I had the distinct impression 
that a lot of the folks in the flea market area were only there for the day.  
The same could hold true of Saturday and with decent weather the turn-out could 
be quite good.  Wish I could make it back!

73

Paul, K9NO

CPB007@email.mot.com


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 22:12:00 1995
From: HAMRLUND@aol.com
Subject: f.s.: yes, cq, qst ect.  .50 ea. 
Message-ID: <950804195953_48201237@aol.com>

yep, its them again....

i have 402 total left.
take them all for 50 cents each, (must buy them all) plus shipping...
cq, qst hr, 73, ham horizon, radio......buy them all and pay only 50 cents
ea. + ship
287 of these are "unsold copies".....

or may consider some type of trade on Hammarlund equip, manuals, ??? 

contact
robert fowle
1215 winifred
jackson, mich. 49202-1946
517-789-6721


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 13:24:00 1995
From: "Tony Stalls (K4KYO)" <j38@clark.net>
Subject: Fair Radio R390A Manual Copy
Message-ID: <Pine.SOL.3.91.950804111658.12993B-100000@clark.net>

After having discovered the NTIS last week, I got a complete set of 
R-390A/URR manuals for a paltry $62, so now I have this loose-page 
"partial reproduction" I got from Fair Radio that I don't need.  As I 
mentioned in a previous post, "partial reproduction" means that the pages 
listing manual errors and changes have been left off.  However, I have, 
with great and painstaking effort, gone through and made pen-and-ink 
corrections as instructed, making this particular $15 plus shipping value 
"extra special".  Right?  I therefore need to get $0.00 for it.  
 
Here's the deal.  I want it to go to someone with an R-390A (or is
actively shopping for one) who doesn't already have the 11-5820-358-35
manual, so the rest please leave it to those folks.  Also, as I'm sure
that there will be several of you that will want this, I need to have a
way to be fair about who gets it.  Since it irks me to post an offer for
an item within seconds of it popping up on my screen only to find that it
has already been snapped up by somebody else whose server was faster than
mine, first-come, first-served is out.  I therefore will wait through the
weekend and on Monday morning (8/7) I'll draw a name out of a hat and mail
it out.  Fair enough? 
 
73,
Tony
K4KYO



From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 16:48:00 1995
From: FRANCIS4@AppleLink.Apple.COM (Francis, Dexter)
Subject: File formats...
Message-ID: <807559424.0811727@AppleLink.Apple.COM>

Maybe I'm missing something here, but shouldn't the question be; what broadly
accepted *Internet* supported file format?  (Like HTML? - hint, hint)  The idea
here is to have an archive that can be accessed by as many as possible.  On the
Internet HTML is it.  The output quality is driven by the application software
and printer hardware you use.  I'v been working on doing some tube spec sheets
over the last week, using Claris Works, and the output looks great on screen
and printer.  The whole file, including the graphic, is only 21kB and prints on
an 8 1/2 x 11 page.
 
As use of the Internet increases, the number of applications that support HTML
will probably increase and it's a government standard format, if I recall.  The
nice thing about it is that once your graphics app supports HTML you can build
your own web pages, so input to an archive can come from any system and any
software that supports HTML and the output at your end is just controlled by
your particular printer and printer driver software.
 
Just a thought...
 
-df
 
 
 



From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 16:48:00 1995
From: Steve Cornelius <scorneli@shark.tempe.vlsi.com>
Subject: Re: File formats... 
Message-ID: <9508041841.AA15797@shark.vlsiphx>


>Maybe I'm missing something here, but shouldn't the question be; what broadly
>accepted *Internet* supported file format?  (Like HTML? - hint, hint)  The idea
>here is to have an archive that can be accessed by as many as possible.  On the
>Internet HTML is it.  The output quality is driven by the application software
>and printer hardware you use.  I'v been working on doing some tube spec sheets
>over the last week, using Claris Works, and the output looks great on screen
>and printer.  The whole file, including the graphic, is only 21kB and prints on
>an 8 1/2 x 11 page.

As the lurker that I tend to be, I don't usually speak up about such things,
but I gotta put my two bits in here....

HTML/SGML is probably the cheapest, most space efficient, and easiest to use
medium for distribution that I can think of. Browsers are either cheap, free,
or bundled. Editing tools abound, and if you dont have them, a document
can still be easily prepared in straight ASCII. The output can be locally
tailored to your preferences. Images can be embedded. And, the penalty
over a straight ASCII text representation is minimal.

Browsers are readily available for Windoze, MacOS, and every conceivable
permutation of Unix/X11 that I can think of. And if your machine can't
support a bitmapped display, you can still use Lynx to view the text.

What's more, large technical organizations are beginning to insist on the
use of SGML as the preferred method to distribute documentation. Some are
event hinting that they'll refuse to do business with a vendor if they
can't deliver SGML documentation. Thus, it's becoming The Standard for
document distribution.

(Note: ISO-SGML (Standard Generalized Markup Language) and HTML (Hyper Text
Markup Language) are kissing cousins: HTML is an extension to SGML that
embeds the network hypertext extensions into the basic page description
language. It was originally devised at CERN to allow theoritical physicists
to publish over a network.)

It's worth our consideration, really...

73
- steve cornelius, aa7xv





From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 16:48:00 1995
From: jmartin@hrlban1.aircrew.asu.edu
Subject: Flashing/rejuvinating thoriated tungsten filaments
Message-ID: <SA39+oGa6ka@hrlban1.alhra.af.mil>

Ref:
>For the group, someone oughta type in the flashing tables from 
>Sterling's ``Radio Handbook'' or Ghirardi's classic text.  It oughta 
>be in the BA FAQ.
==========================================================
In the case of 01A's, I have the numbers from Ghirardi basically memorized. 
 Yes, it's a risky procedure, but I've always looked at it from the viewpoint of 
what I don't have if I don't even try, and what I may get if it works (and I've 
averaged only about 10% burning out, the rest successful, over literally 
dozens of tubes I've done, which isn't too bad).  I do the rejuvination on my 
TV-7 tube tester just because it's handy;  other testers should be OK too.  For 
an 01A, I start with the filament at 5.0v, all other elements disconnected (set 
at zero) so there is absolutely no load, then raise it to 12.6v for 15 seconds 
(time it!), then I lower the filament to 7.5v and run it (again no load) for 20 
minutes.  Then I lower the filament to normal 5.0v, apply grid and plate 
potentials and test.  On a TV-7 tester the threshold (whatever that's worth) for 
an 01A is 18 on the meter, and I usually get results in the high 20s at least.  
I've also rejuvinated UV/UX99s successfully this way.  A word of warning:  
look at the apparant brightness of the filament when running at normal 
voltage before trying rejuvination;  OK if it runs bright yellow, indicating a 
thoriated tungsten type, but if it runs red or dull orange you may have a 
coated filament type which cannot take the overtemp process.  This 
happened to me with a "Zetka Process" 01A with low emission, the filament 
promptly burned out, and I now have a rare dud (wow, how nice).  I'd be 
interested to hear about other's experiences in this.

73,  John Martin


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 06:22:00 1995
From: HAMRLUND@aol.com
Subject: fs:  arrl: become an amateur: 1953
Message-ID: <950804001211_47594164@aol.com>

cover is rough, held with masking tape on spine.  but, has articles on "
simple receivers and transmitters" "with complete construction details of
simple & inexspensive amateur stations"
78 pages
5.00  shipped

robert fowle
1215 winifred
jackson, mich. 49202-1946
517-789-6721



From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 13:24:00 1995
From: "Roberta J. Barmore" <rbarmore@indy.net>
Subject: FS: Lafayette HA-700
Message-ID: <Pine.3.89.9508040554.D10549-0100000@indy1>


Hi!

   I have a Lafayette HA-700 receiver, kind of a small radio in a big box,
which is sitting in a corner gathering dust.  It's an okay receiver, a big
slide-rule dial with markings for the ham-band settings on the main dial
and bandpread tuning & scales.  Tubes on PC boards inside, but Lafayette
did a good job of it.  This one's in good physical shape and works, though
it could stand realignment and is probably getting close to recapping
time.  Knobs appear to all be original.  Asking $60 and shipping. 

   I've also got a Hallicrafters transceiver, one of the FPM-series, a 
hybrid--receive side is all sand, but the PA (and driver, I think) is 
tubed.  It's in rough shape--looks like somebody started on it before 
I got it.  All of the parts are there as far as I know.  If anyone's 
interested, I can dig it out and take a closer look.  Price, I don't 
know--$25.00 & ship, perhaps?

   73,
   --Bobbi


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 06:22:00 1995
From: "Mitch, WA4OSR" <fmitch@maf.mobile.al.us>
Subject: Re: Hallicrafters T.O. Keyer question
Message-ID: <Pine.SOL.3.91.950803215733.15290B-100000@ns1>


On Thu, 3 Aug 1995, JOHN A. KING (WA1ABI) wrote:

>=20
>      Anyway, the question: what does the "T.O." stand for? Nowhere in
>      the manual is there a clue.=20
>=20

the t.o. is for w9to, the designer... and i have 3 t.o.'s in my=20
collection... and a copy of the service manual... let me know if u need a=
=20
copy...

mitch
wa4osr

         * * * The *FIRST HAM OWNER* of The Vibroplex Co., Inc. * * *
-------------------------------------------------------------------------=
------
Email:  fmitch@maf.mobile.al.us   or, second choice, fmitch@rd.qms.com
 Felton "Mitch" Mitchell, WA4OSR
 The Vibroplex Co., Inc.
 11 Midtown Park, E.
 Mobile, AL 36606-4141 USA
 334-478-8873 Vibroplex, 334-342-7259 home, 334-476-0465 FAX
-------------------------------------------------------------------------=
-----



From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 16:48:00 1995
From: Don_Burns-EPUR01@email.mot.com
Subject: How About a Simple Straight Key?
Message-ID: <"Macintosh */PRMD=MOT/ADMD=MOT/C=US/"@MHS>


When I was 12 years old (yep, 40 years ago) I bought a J-38 key at one of the 
surplus places on south Michigan in Chicago.  I think the price was $1.69.  I 
have had that key ever since, that is until I went to look for it a few weeks 
ago.  Where it went I do not know, but I'd sure like another.  So I sent out a 
note to rec.radio swap et al to see if someone had one.  Got back a 
recommendation that I call Fair - already had done that with no luck.  Among a 
few other comments I heard from a fellow who said he has a catalog from a 
character in Northport, NY who deals in bugs, straight keys, etc.  This guy is 
willing to sell J-38's, "in good condition" (I assume this means used) for the 
meager price of just $65.00.  Oh, and by the way, this is an Artec key, not an 
original J-38.

What, pray tell, is going on folks?  A J-38 is a black knob, a spring, and a few 
pieces of brass on top of a slab of bakelite.  A friend told me that ever since 
a guy named Ingram wrote a couple of books about keys prices have gone looney. 

Any suggestions on where I can find one?  I'm going to call my broker to see if 
there is futures trading in J-38's.

Don
--
Don Burns                        \    Motorola E-Mail: epur01
Motorola Inc.                     \    Internet:epur01@email.mot.com
North American Radio Systems Divn  \     Voice: 305-723-5518
Plantation, FL  U.S.A.              \      Fax: 305-723-4343
            
X.400: /c=us/admd=attmail/prmd=motorola/g=don/s=burns/ddt=id/ddv=epur01/


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 22:12:00 1995
From: "Tony Stalls (K4KYO)" <j38@clark.net>
Subject: Re: How About a Simple Straight Key?
Message-ID: <Pine.SOL.3.91.950804165437.8082B-100000@clark.net>



On Fri, 4 Aug 1995 Don_Burns-EPUR01@email.mot.com wrote:

> When I was 12 years old (yep, 40 years ago) I bought a J-38 key at one
> of the surplus places on south Michigan in Chicago.  I think the price was
> $1.69. 

I recalling paying $ .50 for the one I had back in about 1954.  I was 
told then that I paid too much for it as a year or two before that, they 
were going for a quarter.

> Among a few other comments I heard from a fellow who said he has a catalog
> from a character in Northport, NY who deals in bugs, straight keys, etc. 
> This guy is willing to sell J-38's, "in good condition" (I assume this
> means used) for the meager price of just $65.00.  Oh, and by the way, this
> is an Artec key, not an original J-38. 

Market forces at work!  That's the trouble with nice things that are 
inexpensive and are in plentiful.  They get toosed around and lost.  The 
supply goes down, and...  You know the rest.  

How about coin collecting?  Can you imagine spending $1000 on a penny?

> Any suggestions on where I can find one?  I'm going to call my broker to
> see if there is futures trading in J-38's. 

Just think about all those folks back in the 50's who thought they were 
investing wisely when they bought IBM.  They should have bought a 
warehouse full of J-38's instead!  ;-)

73,
Tony
K4KYO



From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 06:22:00 1995
From: Nick England <nick@cs.unc.edu>
Subject: how am I doing?
Message-ID: <199508032202.SAA17661@altair.cs.unc.edu>


Have I forgotten about any manuals or parts I promised to send
anyone ? I don't keep close track of volunteer projects so if you
are still waiting for something, please let me know !!
73,
Nick KD4CPL
nick@cs.unc.edu


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 06:22:00 1995
From: Joe Reda/HQ/3Com <Joe_Reda@3mail.3Com.COM>
Subject: Re: how am I doing?
Message-ID: <9508032226.AA9500@hqsmtp.ops.3com.com>

  Nick sez . .

>Have I forgotten about any manuals or parts I promised to send
>anyone ? I don't keep close track of volunteer projects so if you
>are still waiting for something, please let me know !!

That goes double for me, is anyone waiting on anything from me??

73, Joe KC6TXU

 =20


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 22:12:00 1995
From: HAMRLUND@aol.com
Subject: how to get "want.forsale" list
Message-ID: <950804183730_48150306@aol.com>

ok call me dumb!!
i forgot what to type in to get the list,......HELP!!!!

robert


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 22:12:00 1995
From: morgan@speckle.ncsl.nist.gov (Roy Morgan)
Subject: HT-32: Opinion, advice, experiences?
Message-ID: <9508042055.AA22521@speckle.ncsl.nist.gov>

Anchorites,

I am in the process of acquiring a Hallicrafters HT-32: crystal filter ssb,
two 6146's, fully qualified as a boatanchor/ship anchor.

Does anyone have any advice, experiences, or opinions on this one?

(need manual copy)

-- Roy --
Roy Morgan / Tech A-266 / NIST / Gaithersburg  MD 20899
(National Institute of Standards and Technology,  formerly NBS)
301-975-3254 Fax: 301-948-6213 Internet: morgan@speckle.ncsl.nist.gov
---



From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 22:12:00 1995
From: Jim Durham <durham@w2xo.pgh.pa.us>
Subject: Re: HT-32: Opinion, advice, experiences?
Message-ID: <Pine.BSF.3.91.950804215814.957A-100000@w2xo.pgh.pa.us>

On Fri, 4 Aug 1995, Roy Morgan wrote:

> Anchorites,
> 
> I am in the process of acquiring a Hallicrafters HT-32: crystal filter ssb,
> two 6146's, fully qualified as a boatanchor/ship anchor.
> 
> Does anyone have any advice, experiences, or opinions on this one?
> 
> (need manual copy)
> 
This is one of the nicest rigs Hallicrafters ever made.
You didn't say whether it was an "A" or "B".

The "A" needs ALC, otherwise it's great. I had an "A". It sounded
fantastic on the air and was rock solid.

If you compare it with the HT-37, you will see that it is much
solider and better built.

You need a good 50 ohm load. There are no Pi nets in the HT-32s.
A tuner is in order.

Now all you need is an SX-117 to go with it! That would be an unbeatable
BA station!

73
Jim, W2XO




From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 06:22:00 1995
From: jml@spider.lloyd.com (Jim Lockwood)
Subject: Re: Indoor HF antenna problem
Message-ID: <m0se9OU-001OT5C@spider.lloyd.com>

At 04:16 PM 8/3/95 -0400, KE8NEfix@aol.com wrote:
>Well Jim,
>
>Where else might one go for better info than here perhaps. =20

To the Usenet newsgroup which exists for exactly the purpose of discussio=
ns
of antenna design.

>After all,  even
>though we run old gear and enjoy it, we don't have the luxury of running
>widely mismatched antenna systems.=20

That's not true.  In fact our pi-net output transmitters will match darn
near anything (my DX-100 will match from nearly a dead short up to 600 Oh=
ms.
Try that with a sandbox. =20

However, this misses the point. =20

The point is that this mailing list was created with the express purpose =
of
discussions concerning American made, tube type, amateur radio gear.  Whe=
n
this list was started, nothing else existed that served this emerging nee=
d.
In contrast, there were and still are plenty of other forums for discussi=
ons
of antenna design, silicon based radio design, and general amateur radio
equipment swaps.

So, if it relates to American, tube type radio gear it belongs here.  If =
it
doesn't, it belongs somewhere else.

73,

Jim - km6nk
Resident Boatanchors Guarddog (woooof).



From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 06:22:00 1995
From: "Barry L. Ornitz" <ornitz@eastman.com>
Subject: Re: Info, Pse: 1N21
Message-ID: <Pine.ULT.3.91.950803170947.19617B-100000@dua150.kpt.emn.com>

On Thu, 3 Aug 1995, Carl P. Gottsmann wrote:

> 	I have a few old, Western Electric 1N21 diodes (D-163366).
> I'd like some info as to what they are: =20

These are early point-contact detector and small signal diodes.  The 1N21
series was typically used up to S-band (approximately 2.5 GHz).  A simila=
r
series, the 1N23 series, was typically used at X-band (10 GHz). A letter
after the number generally designates the noise figure of the diode in
mixer service or the tangential sensitivity in detector service.  Thus a
1N21F is probably a newer (and more sensitive) diode than a 1N21B.  An "R=
"
after the number or last letter signifies a diode whose internal
connections are opposite the standard (reverse polarity). I believe these
diodes are still being manufactured but they are rapidly being replaced b=
y
newer Schottky diodes in mixer and detector service and back diodes
(actually tunnel or Esaki diodes) in detector service.  Your diodes were=20
probably used by Western Electric in their microwave telephone=20
transmission systems.

				73, Barry  WA4VZQ  ornitz@eastman.com


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 06:22:00 1995
From: Jim Durham <durham@w2xo.pgh.pa.us>
Subject: Re: Info, Pse: 1N21
Message-ID: <Pine.BSF.3.91.950803205243.604A-100000@w2xo.pgh.pa.us>


On Thu, 3 Aug 1995, Barry L. Ornitz wrote:

> On Thu, 3 Aug 1995, Carl P. Gottsmann wrote:
>=20
> > 	I have a few old, Western Electric 1N21 diodes (D-163366).
> > I'd like some info as to what they are: =20
>=20
> These are early point-contact detector and small signal diodes.  The 1N=
21
> series was typically used up to S-band (approximately 2.5 GHz).  A simi=
lar
> series, the 1N23 series, was typically used at X-band (10 GHz). A lette=
r
> after the number generally designates the noise figure of the diode in
> mixer service or the tangential sensitivity in detector service.  Thus =
a
> 1N21F is probably a newer (and more sensitive) diode than a 1N21B.  An =
"R"
> after the number or last letter signifies a diode whose internal

(stuff deleted)

Early Bird thru-line wattmeters/bridges used the R version. I'd sure like
to find some, as I have an early thru-line.

73,
Jim, W2XO



From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 22:12:00 1995
From: Jack Taylor <n7oo@hereford.ampr.org>
Subject: Key strategy
Message-ID: <199508042211.RAA25861@uro.theporch.com>

I too find it strange about the huge thirst for keys.  The strange part
being that this is going on during a period when so many hams are denouncing
CW! 

Do you think it's possible the "Down with CW" movement began initially as a
conspiracy by the key collector syndicate  to destroy the market so's they
could buy it up?

The question is, how long will the old key demand continue?  This is a very
limited interest commodity that could result in a bank teller setting off
the silent alarm, should you insist on "cashing" it in, heh-heh!

As some one else pointed out, if you really want to find good value in a new
Vibroplex, then by all means contact Mitch.  Not only will you receive great
value, but you'll be picking up an item which is destined (if the key market
isn't fickle) some day to be a premium collectable.  In addition, you will
be helping an on-shore business to survive!

Our international BA stragegy here would be to FORGET about buying used keys
at the fests and fleas!  Start a whispering campaign that most of the used
keys are imitations originating from a former Soviet country.  We could
further advise the imitations are so clever, the only SURE way for the
novice  buyer to not get taken, is to buy new keys.

What would we gain from this?  Well, the *REAL* collectors (those who love
keys for their historical signficance) would be able to pursue their
interests without contending with an artificially inflated market.  The
profiteers (when the market collapses) would get their just dues for trying
to screw their fellow hams to the wall.    We would help our own economy by
putting folks to work building new keys.  This IS a WIN-WIN strategy, don't
you think?

73 de Jack



From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 13:24:00 1995
From: paul Veltman <veltman@netcom.com>
Subject: KWM-2 problem
Message-ID: <Pine.3.89.9508040828.A22296-0100000@netcom6>

Hi Gang,
I just returned from a week in Arizona and turned on my KWM-2.  Well sir, 
there were no signals on the frequency I usually monitor.  Then, all of a 
sudden, there was the net, everyone 5-9+, and then about 2 minutes later, 
everyone disappeared again. Hmmmmm. So I started tuning around and found  
the net 15 Kc below the usual frequency.  I grabbed a tuning tool and 
started to adjust the PTO capacitor.  But this cap only adjusts in a 
narrow range (+/- 3 Kc).  The rig is stable and operates normally 
otherwise.  

Before I rip off the case and start digging, has anyone out there run 
into this problem before?  

TIA.

73

Paul WA6OKQ


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 06:22:00 1995
From: Rolf.Jansson@stax.slu.se (Rolf Jansson)
Subject: lamps on meters R-390A
Message-ID: <9508040939.AA12467@nana.slu.se>

Hi I am just wondering are there/or should it be light on my meters (R-39=
0A),
I can't find any on the schema, just for the mech dial.
Just wondering??
Regards Rolf
---------------------------------------------------------
 Sveriges lantbruksuniversitet/
 Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences
 Systemman Rolf Jansson Tel: +46 90 166785,010 2255642
 Skogsh=F6gskolan Fax: +46 90 137929
 S-901 83 Ume=E5 Sweden=20
 Datorpost/E-mail:Rolf.Jansson@stax.slu.se               =20
 --------------------------------------------------------



From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 06:22:00 1995
From: n5off@w5ddl.aara.org
Subject: Local Enigma
Message-ID: <148544@w5ddl.aara.org>

I know a ham in my state who collects spook devices.  He was lucky=20
enough to buy an enigma from the Netherlands.  Had it tagged
as a typewriter (yuk!).

The Smithsonian has a pretend enigma setup that simulates the gadget.
Type several A's in a row, and the output is always different on each
key stroke.  Cool!

73 de tom


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 22:12:00 1995
From: "Tom Alverson" <TOMA@s1.xetron.com>
Subject: Looking for O2 electrometer tube
Message-ID: <1DF025B0116@s1.xetron.com>

A friend of mine has one of those radiation detector things and he 
says he needs an O2  (letter O) electrometer tube for it.  Does 
anyone know of a source for these?

tnx --  de Tom NU8D


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 22:12:00 1995
From: Nick England <nick@cs.unc.edu>
Subject: new Heath book
Message-ID: <199508050023.UAA27567@altair.cs.unc.edu>


Being a seriously addicted Heathkit afficianado, I sent off for Marty Drift's
book he advertised in ER. Took a little over a month to get here but it
arrived today. Herewith some info:

The full title is -
Compendium of Heathkit Radios
Compilation of Heathkit advertisements for the Radio Amateur
Articles for the AT-1 and TX-1
380 Items Listed

that about sums it up - this is 100 pages of copies of ads and catalog
pages of most everything Heath made for hams. 

It is useful to have all this stuff in one place, particularly if
you don't have copies of the old catalogs. There is an index by model
number but no info on things like production dates or quantities - just
the description that was in the catalog. I'd have to say the picture
quality ain't great - looks like a xerox copy with the contrast turned way
up. My guess is that these are copies of a copy of the catalog - no screen
was used to improve grey scale quality. But with 1-2 exceptions they are 
good enough for you to recognize the gear when you see it.

I did notice the following seemed absent: 
	PM-1 RF power meter (has PM-2)
	DX-60A xmtr  (has DX-60 and DX-60B)
	SB-640 VFO  (has other SB accessories)
	SB-400 xmtr (has SB-401)
	SB-100 xcvr (has SB-101 and SB-102)
but everything else seems covered OK.

Also contains a one-pager by Marty on rebuilding his AT-1 and a couple of
pages he wrote on Al Robertson, the Apache designer.

Available for $19.95 from Marty via the ER ad or according to the book,
from W7FG manuals 1-800-807-6146 (love that number!)

73,
Nick KD4CPL
nick@cs.unc.edu



From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 06:22:00 1995
From: Fire Bottle archive handler <firebotl@jackatak.theporch.com>
Subject: Old Bird Meter
Message-ID:  <9508032230.aa11190@jackatak.theporch.com>

> Early Bird thru-line wattmeters/bridges used the R version. I'd sure li=
ke
> to find some, as I have an early thru-line.
Jim-

Are you going to enter your Bird in the "Oldest Bird Still In Use"=20
contest? Reward for lowest serial number is $10,000 or so I think I=20
read, so fire up that old Bird and get a leg up on the second best=20
knock on the door to Ed McMahon!  ;^)
--
73
Jack, W4PPT/Mobile (75M SSB 2-letter WAS #1657/#1789 -- both all mobile! =
;^)
            - - - BoatAnchor Mailing List Archiver/Owner - - -
firebotl@jackatak.theporch.com     ----    listown@jackatak.theporch.com



From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 06:22:00 1995
From: nx7u@primenet.com (Scott Townley)
Subject: Re: Old Bird Meter
Message-ID: <199508040802.BAA17463@mailhost.primenet.com>

At 22:35 03.08.1995 -0500, Fire Bottle archive handler wrote:
>> Early Bird thru-line wattmeters/bridges used the R version. I'd sure l=
ike
>> to find some, as I have an early thru-line.
>Jim-
>
>Are you going to enter your Bird in the "Oldest Bird Still In Use"=20
>contest? Reward for lowest serial number is $10,000 or so I think I=20
>read, so fire up that old Bird and get a leg up on the second best=20
>knock on the door to Ed McMahon!  ;^)
>--

Here's some heartache for you...
Guy a while back sold me his Bird w/ slugs and manual (yes, they had 8-1/=
2"
by 11" manuals once).  It arrives, perfect working condition, *except* a
new, homebrew chassis!  So no nameplate with s/n on it!  No big deal at t=
he
time, but upon hearing about this contest, I looked at the manual and
there's the s/n hand-written on it with the original owners name--a *thre=
e
digit* one (current ones are >200,000).

It may not be a winner, but it would probably give a run for the money.
Scott Townley
nx7u@primenet.com



From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 22:12:00 1995
From: Michael Crestohl <mc@shore.net>
Subject: Power supply crapped out while bringing it up on Variac - post-mortem!
Message-ID: <199508042127.AA03083@northshore.ecosoft.com>

Hello All Boatanchor Enthusiasts:

A strange thing just occurred and I wonder if anyone can help me analyse
the situation.

I have always made it a habit to use a Variac to slowly apply voltage
to older equipment.  I usually just cranked the Variac from 0 to 120
in about a minute.  Recently I read here that some folks took a couple
of hours to bring the filter caps up to full strap.  I figured there
is some wisdom in allowing them more time to re-from, so this morning
I decided to take a couple of hours to bring up a military power supply
up to operating voltage.

Everything seemed okay for an hour and a half.  I started at 15VAC and
brought it up in 15 Volt increments every 15 minutes or so.  It was
fine at 90 VAC.  When I went to up it to 105 I noticed the voltmeter
on the power supply was reading 0 volts and the case was very hot to
the touch.  Some strange smells were evident, including burning selenium
which isn't funny.  The primary fuse was blown.  The sumbitch is baked!

I wonder if there was anything about bringing it up so slowly.....can't 
see where it would, but........

Ideas anyone?

Cordially,

Michael Crestohl, KH6KD/W1
mc@shore.net


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 22:12:00 1995
From: Jack Taylor <n7oo@hereford.ampr.org>
Subject: Re: Power supply crapped out while bringing it up on Variac - post-mortem!
Message-ID: <199508042217.RAA26372@uro.theporch.com>

Just the luck of the draw, I guess.  A few months ago, I slowly brought up
an old unit.  I then left it on for a couple of days, and it worked great.
Then, with a resounding CRACK! a capacitor blew.  You just never know.

73 de Jack


At 04:28 PM 8/4/95 -0500, Michael Crestohl wrote:
>Hello All Boatanchor Enthusiasts:
>
>A strange thing just occurred and I wonder if anyone can help me analyse
>the situation.
>
>I have always made it a habit to use a Variac to slowly apply voltage
>to older equipment.  I usually just cranked the Variac from 0 to 120
>in about a minute.  Recently I read here that some folks took a couple
>of hours to bring the filter caps up to full strap.  I figured there
>is some wisdom in allowing them more time to re-from, so this morning
>I decided to take a couple of hours to bring up a military power supply
>up to operating voltage.
>
>Everything seemed okay for an hour and a half.  I started at 15VAC and
>brought it up in 15 Volt increments every 15 minutes or so.  It was
>fine at 90 VAC.  When I went to up it to 105 I noticed the voltmeter
>on the power supply was reading 0 volts and the case was very hot to
>the touch.  Some strange smells were evident, including burning selenium
>which isn't funny.  The primary fuse was blown.  The sumbitch is baked!
>
>I wonder if there was anything about bringing it up so slowly.....can't 
>see where it would, but........
>
>Ideas anyone?
>
>Cordially,
>
>Michael Crestohl, KH6KD/W1
>mc@shore.net
>



From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 22:12:00 1995
From: Randy Cole <rcole@osage.csc.ti.com>
Subject: Prices and Collectors
Message-ID: <199508042216.RAA08981@osage.csc.ti.com>

I have to disagree with the following statement by Don Merz:

> Regarding an earlier message about the price of Vibroplex and other bugs.
> All I can say is that you key collectors have done this to yourselves
> just the way Catalin collectors did before you and Collins collectors are
> doing today. When you have 3, 4 or more of the exact same thing, you have 
> become part of the problem you lament.

I collect Vibroplexes.  I happen to own something like 60 Vibroplex
bugs.  With a very few exceptions, I don't have more than one of the
exact same thing.  When I do, the duplicates are almost always on my
sell/trade list.

Most of the ppeople who drive up the prices of Collins radios, old
bugs, etc. are not collectors.  In fact, it takes two types of
people.  One type is the opportunist who hears that some vintage
piece of equipment just sold for a surprisingly high price.  The
opportunist concludes that a piece of equipment he has, made by
the same manufacturer, must be "worth" the same amount, regardless of
model, condition or scarcity.

The other half of the equation is the person who just wants an old
Vibroplex, or maybe an old Collins S-Line, because he wanted one like
that as a kid or just thinks they're neat.  This person doesn't do
any research before he plunks down the dough.

There's no particular intent to defraud here, just ignorance.

There are a lot of ham radio "horsetraders" who buy, sell and trade
fairly large quantities of equipment.  Their stuff tends to be a bit
pricey but not too bad.  They're generally not the problem.

There are exceptions, of course.  There are a few collectors who charge
what the market will bear.  One East Coast key collector blatently
charges fairly outrageous prices.  One ham on the West Coast manages
to pick up a nice bug once in a while, advertises it in ER at an outrageous
price, and manages to sell it.  And there are a few collectors who just
plain have too much money.  There aren't many of them but they do cause
problems.

A TRUE collector doesn't overcharge for the duplicates he sells,
because he realizes that the word will get out and drive up the
prices of what he buys.  Believe me, that's a powerful motivation.
It sure works for me.

The barriers to collecting keys aren't all that huge for somebody
who learns all he can about what he's collecting, makes his
interest known, and keeps his eyes and ears open.  Yes, it's
harder than it used to be.  No, he's not going to have the
world's outstanding collection in two weeks flat.  Time and effort
are still effective substitutes for money.

Nancy Reagan had the solution to overcharging -- just say no.

By the way, I really mean "he or she".  The late Lou (for Louise)
Moreau was perhaps the premier key historian of the last three
decades.  Lou HATED the word "collector", incidentally.

To all the great BA people I've corresponded with in the past --
I'VE MOVED.  I now work for Texas Instruments Corporate Research
in Dallas.  I haven't had much time to do key collecting, so my
sell/trade list is pretty thin.  Hopefully that'll change in the
future.

My new US Mail address is:

Randy Cole, KN6W
3235 Cole Ave., #75
Dallas, TX  75204

214/871-8995 (home)
214/995-0029 (work)

cole@netcom.com is the preferred net address for key stuff, although
rcole@csc.ti.com is OK too.

73,
Randy
KN6W


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 13:24:00 1995
From: don merz <71333.144@compuserve.com>
Subject: R4B Birdies...
Message-ID: <950804135738_71333.144_DHQ31-9@CompuServe.COM>

Rats...my trusty R4B has developed a severe case of the birdies--it drops
into oscillation al the time. Band or control setting has noapparent effect.
Can anyone suggest a place to start looking...
Thanks.
73, Don
71333.444@compuserve.com



From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 06:22:00 1995
From: TOM.A.ADAMS@mail.admin.wisc.edu
Subject: Re. 1N21 Diodes
Message-ID: <F83G3046.F83G3058@mail.admin.wisc.edu>

to: boatanchors@theporch.com

Hello Carl.

   What you've got there is a bunch of early microwave mixer diodes.

   These things were developed during WW2 (by Western Electric, I believe=
) for
use in the front ends of "C" band (3.3 GHz) RADARS, and were pressed into
service as "X" band (9.5 GHz) mixers (where they performed admirably) onc=
e we
figured out how to get enough power on that band to make a usable RADAR s=
et.

   The 1N21 type number on your diodes probably has a letter behind it. T=
hat
(for example, 1N21 C). This letter denotes the noise figure of the diode =
(they
were tested and graded for noise figure individually in the beginning, an=
d on
very old examples the letter is often hand written in India ink). The hig=
her
the letter, the lower the noise figure, with one exception; the letter R =
indic-
ates a 1N21 of REVERSE POLARITY! Often, a reverse 1N21 will bear two lett=
ers
i.e., 1N21 RC), indicating the noise figure with the second letter.

    In the MIT Radiation Lab handbooks, they told that often the noise fi=
gure
could be improved (or made worse) on individual diodes by playing with th=
e
screw found on the wide end of some brands. The cat whisker is attached t=
o that
screw, and twisting the screw reseats it on the crystal. They warn that t=
his is
ALSO a good way of destroying the damned thing, so I wonder why they ever
brought up the subject in the first place!  :-)

                                     73's,

                                             Tom, K9TA

                                             (that little ol' Klystron
                                              tinkerer)


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 22:12:00 1995
From: TOM.A.ADAMS@mail.admin.wisc.edu
Subject: Re. Dead power supply.
Message-ID: <F84H0408.F84H0419@mail.admin.wisc.edu>

to: boatanchors@theporch.com

Hello Michael.

   First off, as soon as I get this message off, I have a direct one for you
that I'll put together. Essentially, it says your package is in UPS.

   Re. the supply: you don't specify what the supply is for, and that could
give a few clues.

   I once had a surplus supply for the SCR-522 aircraft rig which I would not,
under ANY circumstances, run on a Variac. The reason is simple.

   The supply had a ferroresonant regulator that provided stable 28 VDC, no
matter what the input AC voltage was. If line voltage was high, it limited
current draw from the AC line. BUT, if line voltage was LOW, it INCREASED
current draw from the line!

   It's pretty apparent that if line voltage was VERY low, but still within
the operating range of such a regulator, the AC current drain could get pretty
humongous! Maybe even high enough for the transformer to overheat.

   Just a thought...

                                          73's,


                                                  Tom, K9TA


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 16:48:00 1995
From: m_mcdonald@marx.ENET.dec.com
Subject: Reply to 31 Jul 1995 post about BA pricing/buying strategies
Message-ID: <9508041943.AA22008@us1rmc.bb.dec.com>


> Date: Mon, 31 Jul 1995 14:53:07 -0700
> From: Jack Taylor <n7oo@hereford.ampr.org>
> To: boatanchors@theporch.com
> Subject: BA Pricing strategy
> Message-ID: <199507312204.RAA28898@uro.theporch.com>

I respond both as a new BoatAnchorite and as the owner of a 1940
Ford coupe.  I've been involved with antique automobiles for 20
years.  There are *many* similarities between hamfests and antique
auto flea markets.  I think my experiences can help answer some
of Jack's questions.
 
> I too find myself passing up "make offer" deals.  I don't exactly know why.
> Perhaps it's due to a genetic fear of "offering too much or too little", and
> then having folks laugh at me for being such a fool.  I try to rationalize
> to myself that the "make offer" situation is an entirely legitiment way of
> bartering, but the fear response usually wins out.

I felt this way at first since I had been shopping at stores or through
mail order catalogs where the prices were fixed.  While screwing up
the courage to buy the Ford ("But Marll, where will you get parts for
it?  How will you fix it?  We already have two cars in our two-car
garage; where will my car go?" were some of my wife's questions), I
talked to other antique auto owners and simply listened at flea
markets.  When I learned that almost all prices are negotiable for
both cars and parts, I felt much better.  Both buyers and sellers
usually expect to negotiate.  Never have I been laughed at and only
once out of hundreds of negotiations did I leave with my tail between
my legs (details later).

Enough personal background ... about the "make offer" deals -- if I'm
aware of the rough market value I usually start with a non-insulting
offer, such as about 2/3 of this amount.  If I don't know, I start off
with the phrase "I don't want to insult you with a low offer ...".
Sellers are always curious enough to say "Go ahead and make me an
offer" or "I won't be insulted".  If the offer is too low, they
politely say so and have never laughed at me.

> At hamfests many buyers just don't like to haggle, either.  They like to see
> a price displayed so they can determine if they really want an item or not.
> It takes a special intellect and/or lots of experience  to haggle.  

Well, buyers would rather see items with written price tags on them, but
this often doesn't happen.  If I'm mildly interested in an unpriced item
I'll say "What are you asking for this?" instead of "What's the price?".
If the item's priced I always look at it carefully and say "This looks
good, but ..."  The key word is "but".  Always start by complimenting
the item and then find something wrong with it -- such as a missing
manual or small missing part or any kind of a defect.  This tells the
buyer you have an interest and also see a problem, thus opening the
way for him to reduce his price.

Never say "Your frammus is missing its jaxon.  I'll give you $25.00 instead
of $40.00!"  This insults the person and fixes the prices.  Instead,
say something like "This frammus looks pretty good; I might be able
to use it with my schuldigen at home, but the missing jaxon could
be hard to find.  [Pause a few seconds.]  Would you accept $25.00?"
This puts emphasis on the good things about the item and does not
make a negative statement about the seller.

You should stand within listening distance of a buyer and seller as
they negotiate and learn from them.  Perhaps you could pick up something
for sale and slowly examine it while listening to the negotiations.

> The most successful hagglers I've seen train their faces to carry a pleasant
> but sincere expression during the process.  They use body language to an
> advantage with appropriate hand and arm gestures.  They also put on a show
> of near complete innocence about the item being haggled over.  I never was
> very good at any of this.  Not enough experience or practice, I suppose.

Successful hagglers always talk about the item and never the seller.
They begin by sincerely saying a compliment or two about the item
followed with the carefully-thought-out "but ..." phrase that finds
something wrong.  There's no need to act innocent about the item.
Next, the ball is in the seller's court.  Again, listen to successful
negotiations between others or ask your friends who have bought suc-
cessfully how their negotiations went.

Of course there are times when you don't want to pay the seller's
price.  I simply move away from the item (remember, I've touched it
with interest that the seller has seen), mumble something like
"I'll think about it" or "I'll pass on this for now", and walk away.

Almost all private sellers expect to negotiate.  Commercial businesses
at hamfests often don't.  The one special case is a price tag with
"firm" or "non-negotiable" next to it.  I never haggle about the
price in these rare cases.

> You successful hagglers here on the net (we ALL know who you are) would earn
> our eternal gratitude if you'd share your techniques with us.  Teach us your
> secrets...you could star in a swap meet "Training Video" to sell to us utter
> novices.   Become rich and famous in the process.  After all, those that are
> successful at the swap meets probably are successful at work as well. Thus
> if we learn to become successful at the feas, we might be able to turn our
> wretched lives around too!  If we do better at work, that would justify us
> getting those $12,000 "investment" KW-1s.  It's a win-win situation.  <grin>

One thing I picked up over the years is preparing to make my final offer
*with visible cash*.  Suppose an item has a price of $65.00 and I start
off at $45.00.  If the seller holds firm at $55.00 and I really don't want
to pay more than $50.00 and am prepared to walk, then I'll pull out
my wallet, extract $50.00, show it to the vendor, and say "This is the
best I can do".  I've been pleasantly surprised at the reaction of
sellers when they see green paper instead of only hearing words.

> As for postings on the net, there's a psychology here as well.  I once was
> told that a "good advertisement" gives all of the details, including price,
> the first time around.  This way time and energy isn't spent with follow-up
> queries asking this or that.  Busy people appreciate it as it saves em time.
> This system leaves room for haggling if the price along with "best offer" is
> indicated.

Of course psychology is involved.  I agree with this description of a
good public advertisement.  Rarely do I call about an interesting accessory
for my '40 Ford if no price appears.  Most likely the price is too high
anyway and the worst case is making a long-distance call only to hear
"What?  I didn't know my husband was selling that jaxon and placed an ad
in 'Hemmings Motor News'.  You'll have to call him back.  No, I don't
know when a good time is for your call."

> A side benefit to all of this is the possible reversal of the upward BA
> price trend.  If we memorize Larry's boneyard blue book to get an idea of
> recent pricing ranges, we can (once we become accomplished hagglers) deal
> with knowledge of market pricing to keep the offers realistically below that
> range.  Don't kid yourself that this couldn't happen.  With over 500 and
> growing on the BA list, there's enough of us spread out over the continent
> to make an impact!

> Swapmeet season is advancing rapidly.  There's not much time left for you
> seasoned types to give us inexperienced ones the training we so desparately
> need!

I've made a quick transfer of knowledge and experience from the antique
auto world to the antique radio world.  When I went to the first few
hamfests and electronic flea markets (like the big ones at MIT in
nearby Cambridge, Mass.) it was surprising to see all the similarities
in the two largely separate worlds.  If anyone thinks my transfer
from antique autos to antique radios is wrong, feel free to reply to
this post with details.

OK, what was the one time I left a negotiation with my tail between
my legs?  At Hershey, Pennsylvania (the Hamvention of antique autos)
I saw a matching distributor and coil (er, autotransformer) for a
1932 Ford.  This is a very rare and desirable item that belongs only
on a 1932 Ford.  I picked up the unpriced unit with interest and asked
what the price was.  I heard "six", offered "five", whipped out a
$5.00 bill (since I could easily resell the unit for $300.00), and
was glared at with the icy words "That's five *hundred* dollars".
All I could do was lower my eyes, turn around, and walk away.

BTW, the '40 Ford went into the garage next to my wife's car while
my modern car remains outside.

> 73 de Jack

Marll  KB1AGM



From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 22:12:00 1995
From: "Hal R. Waite" <halwaite@netcom.com>
Subject: Re: Reply to 31 Jul 1995 post about BA pricing/buying strategies
Message-ID: <Pine.SUN.3.91.950804172257.7958B-100000@netcom15>

> 
> One thing I picked up over the years is preparing to make my final offer
> *with visible cash*.  Suppose an item has a price of $65.00 and I start
> off at $45.00.  If the seller holds firm at $55.00 and I really don't want
> to pay more than $50.00 and am prepared to walk, then I'll pull out
> my wallet, extract $50.00, show it to the vendor, and say "This is the
> best I can do".  I've been pleasantly surprised at the reaction of
> sellers when they see green paper instead of only hearing words.
 

This advice is a sure winner if the offer is at all reasonable.  A friend 
of mine from college used to bait pawnshop owners by pretending to be 
broke and offering a camera for sale.  Each time the pawnbroker increased 
his offer he would put the money in front of the customer.  All the 
customer had to do was pick it up and the deal was done!

Hal  K4GFI/7  Las Vegas  halwaite@netcom.com



From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 13:24:00 1995
From: don merz <71333.144@compuserve.com>
Subject: Sigh....
Message-ID: <950804165401_71333.144_DHQ62-2@CompuServe.COM>

A guy gave me a set of CQ's from 1969-1974. My collection doesn't go that far
but I thought they'd be fun to look through anyway. I started with 1969 and 
it didn't take me long to realize that I was being teleported back into
the demise of American-made ham radio. CQ editorials lamenting the state 
of the hobby, stagnation in the design of the American-made gear,
followed up with a growing stream of ads and rave reviews for Japanese-made
gear and an introduction to VHF FM. 

It turns out that these issues are real tear-jerkers...
Thanks.
73, Don
71333.444@compuserve.com



From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 16:48:00 1995
From: thaake@bsm2ee1.attmail.com (thaake)
Subject: RE: Sigh....
Message-ID: <PMX-TERM-2.02-bsm2ee1-thaake-417>



Regarding the 1969 thru 1974 CQ issues and lamenting over the stagnation
of the ham equipment industry and never ending rice box review.....

I've got same years of issues and am not sure why I have them.  When I sit
down along side one of the receivers on a cold winter day I pull out one
of my old QSTs and enjoy ham radio back when OMs were OMs and YLs were YLs.
I look at the pictures and with some imagination I'm back in my early days
right along side of them.  Johnsons, Hammurlands, Hali's, Collins, homebrew
KWs, they're all there.

Then there are the ads for surplus, for parts, and how about that gal that
is holding the QSL holders.  Well, her mother loved her I'm sure.

Definetly do all of this with you soldering iron going.  You'll need it hot
and ready cause it won't take long and you'll be scrounging for parts to
make the Camp Fire 20 Watter or my favorite winter day project a super-regen 
with some of my 1.5V battery tubes.

Sorry for the wasted bandwidth.

Tim WA0TSY
thaake@bsm2ee1.attmail.com


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 16:48:00 1995
From: owens@stout.atd.ucar.edu (Chip Owens)
Subject: Slep Electronics/BA haunts in N.Carolina
Message-ID: <199508041954.NAA26581@atd.atd.ucar.EDU>

Anybody know if Slep Electronics is still in business?
Are there any other BA related spots to visit in North
Carolina? Especially interested in the Charlotte area.

Thanks,
Chip Owens, NW0O
owens@stout.atd.ucar.edu


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 16:48:00 1995
From: "Barry L. Ornitz" <ornitz@eastman.com>
Subject: Re: Slep Electronics/BA haunts in N.Carolina
Message-ID: <Pine.ULT.3.91.950804155443.3143A-100000@dua150.kpt.emn.com>

On Fri, 4 Aug 1995, Chip Owens wrote:

> Anybody know if Slep Electronics is still in business?
> Are there any other BA related spots to visit in North
> Carolina? Especially interested in the Charlotte area.

Bill Slep's place is a LONG way from Charlotte being within a mile or so 
from the GA border in the area where NC, SC, and GA meet.  The last thing 
I heard about Bill was from Bob Grove (of SWL and scanner fame) who lives 
about 20 or 30 miles from Otto, NC where Bill's place was.  This was at 
least three or fours years ago.  At the time, Bob said Bill Slep's health 
was very poor and he was thinking of giving up the business.  The last 
time I visited Bill was about seven years ago after I ran into him at an 
Asheville hamfest.  I visited his place a month or so later and spent an 
afternoon there.  My wife and I even ate dinner at the Dillard (GA) Inn.
I have not heard anything else about Bill Slep since;  I hope he is doing 
OK as it was always a pleasure doing business with him.

I know little about the Charlotte area today but we have one person in 
the group from Rock Hill.  I remember a surplus haunt there a few years 
ago in a rather shabby part of town.  I bought some microwave plumbing 
there and looked at some test equipment that was in rather poor shape.  A 
friend who was with me discovered a giant, rusty boneyard out back full 
of military and commercial electronics.  He said everything was rusted or 
corroded beyond hope and that it was dangerous to even dig through.

I picked up a business card from some fellows at Shelby selling used test 
equipment last year.  Their address was near Charlotte.  They listed a 
Compuserve account number for email, but I tried it twice and never got a 
reply.

				73, Barry  WA4VZQ  ornitz@eastman.com

PS:  I never once mentioned "firebottle" explicitly in this post.  I hope 
our self-appointed watchdog does not mind!  ;-)



From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 22:12:00 1995
From: HAMRLUND@aol.com
Subject: Re: Slep Electronics/BA haunts in N.Carolina
Message-ID: <950804180108_130684074@aol.com>

In marshill about two hours northwest of charlotte just north of ashville off
u.s.23 is the factory where Hammarlund was built. don't think the new owners
are giving tours, but it's a site worth seeing.

robert


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 22:12:00 1995
From: jml@spider.lloyd.com (Jim Lockwood)
Subject: Re: Slep Electronics/BA haunts in N.Carolina
Message-ID: <m0seW0q-001OiJC@spider.lloyd.com>


>
>PS:  I never once mentioned "firebottle" explicitly in this post.  I hope 
>our self-appointed watchdog does not mind!  ;-)
>

Woooof....




From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 22:12:00 1995
From: "Barry L. Ornitz" <ornitz@eastman.com>
Subject: Re: Slep Electronics/BA haunts in N.Carolina
Message-ID: <Pine.ULT.3.91.950804191603.4799A-100000@dua150.kpt.emn.com>

On Fri, 4 Aug 1995 HAMRLUND@aol.com wrote:

> In marshill about two hours northwest of charlotte just north of ashville off
> u.s.23 is the factory where Hammarlund was built. don't think the new owners
> are giving tours, but it's a site worth seeing.

To clarify Robert's post, that is Mars Hill, NC (not to be confused with 
Marshall, NC about 5 miles away and also off US 23).  Mars Hill is the 
home of a very small liberal arts college.  In 1972, I attended the 
Bascom Lamar Lundsford Folk Festival there and received some of the best 
clawhammer banjo instruction I have ever had.  No comments about my pickin'
or my fist, please.   ;-)

			73, Barry  WA4VZQ  ornitz@eastman.com


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 22:12:00 1995
From: HAMRLUND@aol.com
Subject: Re: Slep Electronics/BA haunts in N.Carolina
Message-ID: <950804194326_48190721@aol.com>

barry, 

     thanks for the correction....

how's the FIST.......

robert


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 13:24:00 1995
From: pbock@melpar.esys.com (Paul H. Bock)
Subject: Some comments on Vibroplex bugs
Message-ID: <9508041455.AA15492@syseng1.se.melpar.esys.com>

Fellow Boatanchorites,

     At the risk of incurring someone's wrath for providing an 
editorial commentary on a "For Sale" post, I'd like to note the 
following regarding the BA Digest 138 post on keys for sale:

>1.  Vibroplex Original Standard [model OS] S/N 139,528 3.5" X 6.5"
>black wrinkle base with original case and paperwork.[ I assume that means
>parts list and set up procedure]  $225.00 shipped

     This is, IMO, vastly overpriced.  Based on the serial number 
this is a late '40s Vibroplex (and I'm assuming that the address 
on the nameplate is "833 Broadway," which it should be for that 
motif and serial number).  In *MINT* condition, I'd expect to pay 
$90, maybe $100 tops.  With case and sales receipt, maybe 10-15% 
more.

     Examples of recent acquistions will calibrate my comments:

        1939 Lightning Bug, VGC, $75.00+ (bought from a 
        *collector*)

        1936-38 Original, F/GC, $75.00+

        Mid-'40s Lightning Bug, VG/EC, traded for a used Astron 
        RS-20A power supply

        1962 Blue Racer, *MINT*, virtually new condition, $175
        (and Blue Racers are in *HIGH* demand) 

     In addition, I know of bugs of that vintage (Originals, 
Lightning Bugs, etc.) being sold by collectors for $65-$85 
depending on condition.  A *mint* Blue Racer Deluxe (all chrome)
will bring $225-$250, but *not* an Original Standard (unless it 
was owned by someobody really famous.....like maybe Horace Martin 
himself).

>2.  Vibroplex no model found S/N 56,006 2.5" X 6.5" black wrinkle base with
>extra parts [ finger paddles main bar and other parts]
>$175.00 shipped

     This one doesn't compute at all.  The width is that of a 
Blue Racer; the black wrinkle base would indicate post-1938, or 
post-1940 if the plating is chrome instead of nickel, but the serial 
number is from the *1920s*!  What gives, here?  What's the 
address on the nameplate?

COMMENT:  Anyone is free to ask whatever they like for 
anything they wish to sell, and my intent is not to "flame" 
anyone for asking what *I* think is too much.  However, some  
asking prices for bugs/keys have escalated beyond all reason and I 
hate to see an unsuspecting buyer who wants an old Vibroplex  
plunk down huge bucks when, by asking around, he/she could have found 
a more reasonable offering elsewhere.  The money saved could be 
spent buying a neat old BA to plug the bug into.......

SUGGESTION:  It would be helpful when selling keys/bugs/telegraph 
equipment if the seller would provide the following info:

        Manufacturer
        Address on nameplate (especially helpful with Vibroplexes)
        Serial number (if any)
        *Complete* description (paint, type of plating, condition, 
          missing/extra parts, accessories, etc.)

       And on a Vibroplex, the dimensions of the base (and BTW, 
the Original is 6-3/8" long, not 6-1/2" long).

     If anyone on BA wants to buy a Vibroplex and is seeking 
advice on what to look for, or has one already and wants to 
identify exactly what it is, I will be happy to assist to the 
extent that I am able.  If you want a particular model and 
vintage, I'll be happy to act as a "lookout" for you and to 
touch base with other collectors on your behalf.  This is 
sometimes a good way to latch onto a nice older bug at a fair
price for both you and the seller; it certainly beats paying 2-3 
times as much as you should.  Please e-mail me.

     And don't forget, a *NEW* Original Standard from Mitch, 
WA4OSR, lists for around $140, and the new ones Mitch is building 
are absolutely *THE BEST QUALITY* that have ever been built.  
They will be classics! (and please pardon the free plug)

Vy 73,

Paul, K4MSG

(|_|)  Paul H. Bock, Jr. K4MSG     Internet: pbock@melpar.esys.com
 | |)  Principal Systems Engineer  Telephone: (703) 560-5000 x2062

   "You can have my bug when you can pry my cold, dead fingers from
    around it....." - anonymous radiotelegraph operator



From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 22:12:00 1995
From: "Mitch, WA4OSR" <fmitch@maf.mobile.al.us>
Subject: Re: Some comments on Vibroplex bugs
Message-ID: <Pine.SOL.3.91.950804163224.4463C-100000@ns1>


On Fri, 4 Aug 1995, Paul H. Bock wrote:

> Fellow Boatanchorites,
> 
>      At the risk of incurring someone's wrath for providing an 
> editorial commentary on a "For Sale" post, I'd like to note the 
> following regarding the BA Digest 138 post on keys for sale:
>
<snip snip> 
> 
> COMMENT:  Anyone is free to ask whatever they like for 
> anything they wish to sell, and my intent is not to "flame" 
> anyone for asking what *I* think is too much.  However, some  
> asking prices for bugs/keys have escalated beyond all reason and I 
> hate to see an unsuspecting buyer who wants an old Vibroplex  
> plunk down huge bucks when, by asking around, he/she could have found 
> a more reasonable offering elsewhere.  The money saved could be 
> spent buying a neat old BA to plug the bug into.......
> 

i get several calls a week of people wanting to know the value of old 
bugs... most of the people calling don't have a clue as to what kind of 
bug they have... paul's comments are very much on point... if you don't 
know, ask someone who does...

> 
>      And don't forget, a *NEW* Original Standard from Mitch, 
> WA4OSR, lists for around $140, and the new ones Mitch is building 
> are absolutely *THE BEST QUALITY* that have ever been built.  
> They will be classics! (and please pardon the free plug)
> 
> Vy 73,
> 
> Paul, K4MSG

yes! quality, a mixed blessing... i have made several changes to the 
keys, mostly cosmetic... the bases made in mobile are now *square*... with 
radiused edges... the plating is now triple (copper, nickel, chrome)... 
the logo plate is now being pinned on, the screws are now stainless, and i 
invite input from anyone getting a new vibroplex regarding the quality...
we want to make absolutely the best keys!!! give me your feedback...
and just wait 'til u see the new *square* brass racer with the natural 
finish oak base and the vibroplex logo plate pinned on...

mitch
wa4osr

         * * * The *FIRST HAM OWNER* of The Vibroplex Co., Inc. * * *
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Email:  fmitch@maf.mobile.al.us   or, second choice, fmitch@rd.qms.com
 Felton "Mitch" Mitchell, WA4OSR
 The Vibroplex Co., Inc.
 11 Midtown Park, E.
 Mobile, AL 36606-4141 USA
 334-478-8873 Vibroplex, 334-342-7259 home, 334-476-0465 FAX
------------------------------------------------------------------------------



From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 13:24:00 1995
From: jmartin@hrlban1.aircrew.asu.edu
Subject: Source of 01As
Message-ID: <SA39+GjX6ka@hrlban1.alhra.af.mil>

Ref:
> (anyone know of a source for reasonably priced '01A's?)
======================================================
For pretested ones, Fair Radio Sales probably is as reasonable as 
companies go nowdays.  Otherwise, such tubes are advertised by 
individuals in Antique Radio Classified;  they'll send you a free sample copy, 
and their e-mail address is ARCMagzine@aol.com   .  If an 01A tests weak 
(filament still intact), it often can be rejuvinated to like-new performance 
specs by over-temping the filament for a timed period.  See Ghirardi's Radio 
Physics book.

73,  John Martin


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 13:24:00 1995
From: jmartin@hrlban1.aircrew.asu.edu
Subject: SW-3 kittens
Message-ID: <SA39+f+X6ka@hrlban1.alhra.af.mil>

Bobbi wrote:
   But if anyone happens to stumble across an SW-3 crammed to the 
bursting point with parts, that's what happened to it.  Pretty spooky!
Sometimes it's easy to forget our "treasures" once had about the status 
of one more kitten on a farm.
===========================================================
Spooky yes.  My SW-3 kitten still is looking for its saucer of milk... i.e.
a 'doghouse' power supply.  These seem as plentiful as hen's teeth.

73,  John Martin


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 06:22:00 1995
From: "Roberta J. Barmore" <rbarmore@indy.net>
Subject: SW-3s and things
Message-ID: <Pine.3.89.9508040551.C10549-0100000@indy1>


Hi, Anchorites!

   Well, I have now seen it all--a batch of 1930s "Radio" and "QST"=20
arrived the other day, and in one of them, lo and behold:
   The inside dope on turning your SW-3 into a superhet, so it can cope=20
with QRM in the city!  Looks like a nice job, but I don't think it'd be=20
too real popular nowadays.
   But if anyone happens to stumble across an SW-3 crammed to the=20
bursting point with parts, that's what happened to it.  Pretty spooky!
Sometimes it's easy to forget our "treasures" once had about the status=20
of one more kitten on a farm.

   73,
   --Bobbi



From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 13:24:00 1995
From: "Roberta J. Barmore" <rbarmore@indy.net>
Subject: That Halli FPM 
Message-ID: <Pine.3.89.9508041127.I13497-0100000@indy1>


Hi!

   Hate to use the list, but response has been overwhelming.  I'm at work,
and cannot find out for sure if this critter is an FPM-200 or -300, guys;
it's a little grey box with lached holding the top and bottom halves on,
internal 12VDC/120VAC PSU, and while no parts are known missing except
possibly the speaker (and a variable condenser [PA Tune] I'll have to take
out of a toy transmatch and reinstall, no problem), it *had* been
semi-taken apart before I got it--all of the plug-on flying wires are
taken loose from the boards, the plug-in board (IF/SSB demod-gen?) is
unplugged and it *will* take the docs and some bench time just to get it
to the trouble-shooting stage. 

   I had been "numbering" the responses but truth to tell, interest is so 
high my preference is to sell it to whoever *will* make it play again and 
is ready to start in before the turn of the century--clearly the thing is 
better than it looks, and should be made to work.  

   This afternoon I'll take it out and have a good look, then make a full 
report.  Read that, *then* decide how bad you want it.  Price stays the same.

   ...Pretty amusing; I've thought of the xcvr as a perfectly horrible
example of too-densely-packed 1960s gear since the first time I had a look
inside.  Only included it in the sale listing 'cos it seemed a shame to
take it apart for the few useful parts to be scrounged! :)  Tastes
differ--gadgets like this are too much like what I get paid to work on.
(Druther the 30s-40s stuff, there's room to breathe inside 'em!)

   73,
   --Bobbi

   (PS: doesn't anyone want the Lafayette?  Poor thing's going to feel 
unloved!)


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 06:22:00 1995
From: Filip M Gieszczykiewicz <filip@smi.med.pitt.edu>
Subject: Trade SW rx for a Fisher 500c, anyone?
Message-ID: <9508040818.AA26104@alpha.smi.med.pitt.edu>

Greetings. I have a working Fisher 500c AM/FMst receiver. 2 catches:
a) no case - just front & unit, and b) just one channel working, ie.
only 2 7591A's in there. It has excellent AM reception and=20
selectivity (ok, maybe compared to the quartz tuning crap these
days :-). I would prefer to trade it for a DECENT SW receiver.
Also, someone in the 3-4 state area (PA, OH, WV, NY) would be
preferred... you know why. I looked into getting the other 2
7591A's filled but at $18 (2 years ago) each, I reconsidered.

When I posted this on the net, someone offered me $75 for just
the output transformer but I felt it was akin those folks who
buy Tek scopes just for the tubes. Anyone can provide it a good
home and trade me a SW receiver? It's for my brother who's
really interested in Cuban/Mexican music/broadcasts. I'd rather
stay with tubes... and not those digital rx'es because we tried
one and it sucked rocks.

Anyone? Oh, sorry folks, no CD player input ;-)

Take care.


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 06:22:00 1995
From: jmartin@hrlban1.aircrew.asu.edu
Subject: Tube manufacturing
Message-ID: <SA39+MRK6ka@hrlban1.alhra.af.mil>

I agree with Barry Ornitz... manufacturing tubes on a production basis, w=
ith=20
repeatable characteristics, is a serious undertaking with capital expendi=
ture=20
and infrastructure requirements out of range of any individual.  I regret=
=20
seeing that KenRad's factory closed last year... the last vacuum tube pla=
nt in=20
the US, and another age has passed.   I've heard interesting storys from=20
people previously in the vacuum tube business here, who have gone over to=
=20
other countries on the Pacific rim as hired consultants to improve tube=20
manufacturing lines 'over there.'  The quality control measures they=20
encountered in some cases are lamentable.   Now as for home-brew tubes=20
one at a time, I still think it will be fun to see what comes of it.

73,  John Martin


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 06:22:00 1995
From: "Deane D McIntyre"  <dmcintyr@ds1.acs.ucalgary.ca>
Subject: Re: Tube test box project???
Message-ID: <9508032252.AA37141@ds1.acs.ucalgary.ca>

In message <807484167.6406665@AppleLink.Apple.COM>  writes:
> Hey, all you hankerin for a tube tester - what about this:
> =20
> A box with a volt meter and milliamp meter and a series of sockets on i=
t,=20
> along
> with some rotary selector switches, and "jumper cables" that have plugs=
 on=20
> both
> ends for each type of socket.  One end plugs plug into the socket in th=
e
> chassis of the BA and the other end plugs into one of two identical soc=
kets=20
> on
> the test box; one for "input" and one to plug the tube under test into.
> =20

(Rest of description omited)

This sounds like the device my grandfather built in 1926. Commerical
versions were also available in the 20's and 30's I believe and were
called "Set Testers". In 1926 my grandfather had a part time business
building and selling TRF battery powered sets ("Concertdyne" was the
name he invented for them). The device had a dual range voltmeter
(0-150 volts ("B" voltage) and 0-8 volts or so("A" voltage")=20
as well as a 0-10 ma millammeter, a rheostat in the filament circuit,
a 4-pin tube socket, a cable with a 4-pin male plug, and a series
of switches etc. It also had jacks and test prods in order to use it
as a normal voltmeter and millammeter.=20

As far as I can tell, to use it you inserted a '01A in the socket,=20
and placed the plug into the tube socket in the receiver. After checking
that the filament voltage was 5 volts using the "A" scale (and adjusting
with the rheostat if too high) the plate voltage and current could
be measured. The unit is built into a nice wooden box with hinged lid
which opens to reveal the meters etc mounted on a black Bakelite (?) pane=
l.

I still have it, and as far as I can tell is still fully operational.
I plan on trying to use it when I get my 1924 Freshman Masterpiece
working (anyone know of a source for reasonably priced '01A's?)

73, Deane D McIntyre VE6BPO
dmcintyr@acs.ucalgary.ca



From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 13:24:00 1995
From: don merz <71333.144@compuserve.com>
Subject: WS #18 Manual Sender??
Message-ID: <950804135329_71333.144_DHQ31-7@CompuServe.COM>

Someone on this wonderful list was kind enough to send me a manual for
my Wireless Set #18 along with a lovely picture of their shack. But no
return address or name!! Please identify yourself and give me your address--
I have something I want to send your way...
Thanks.
73, Don
71333.444@compuserve.com



From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 06:22:00 1995
From: Nick England <nick@cs.unc.edu>
Subject: WTB - magazines
Message-ID: <199508032208.SAA17676@altair.cs.unc.edu>


I'm still looking for the following issues to fill in my collection -

73 -
	Nov 1960
	Jan 1961
	Nov 1979
	Jan 1991

CQ -
	Nov 1981
	Feb 1984

Ham Radio
	Apr 1968


thanks,
Nick KD4CPL
nick@cs.unc.edu


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Aug  4 13:24:00 1995
From: HAMRLUND@aol.com
Subject: Re: WTB: Bandselector knob for SX-28
Message-ID: <950804073054_130275426@aol.com>

Scratch this post (which i made 3-4 days ago, mmmm) i already found one.

thanks 
robert


